
Agenda Item C.1 
PRELIMINARY REVIEW 

Meeting Date: May 26, 2026 

TO: Goleta Design Review Board 

FROM: Travis Lee, Associate Planner 

SUBJECT: Greenbark 30 Battery Energy Storage System Unaddressed Parcel 
on Viajero; APN 079-210-053 Case Nos. 24-0001-GPA, 24-0002-
ORD, 24-0007-DP, 24-0002-CUP, and 24-0002-DRB 

DRB ACTIONS FOR CONSIDERATION: 

1. Recommendation that the Planning Commission and City Council adopt
design findings of Section 17.58.080 of the Goleta Municipal Code and
California Environmental Act Findings provided as Attachment A; and

2. Recommend Preliminary review approval to the Planning Commission and
the City Council (or approval with conditions).

If the findings cannot be made to recommend approval of the request at this 
meeting, the DRB can either continue the item for additional information/redesign 
or deny the request specifically identifying the reasons for the denial.  

PROJECT DESCRIPTION: 

This is a request for Preliminary Review recommendation for 39.6MW battery 
energy storage facility. DRB’s purview is related to the site design and 
appearance of the facility. The proposal is for 9 sets of Tesla Megapack 2XLs 
standing 9’-2” tall. The area will be surrounded with 8’ tall ornamental no-climb 
fencing with landscape screening on the south and eastern property lines. There 
is a small wetland on the southern property line and the project design is 
observing the 50’ buffer from the wetland boundary. 

In addition to the Preliminary design approval, the other entitlement actions 
needed to construct a battery energy storage facility on this site includes a 
General Plan Amendment (GPA) and Rezone (RZ) to change the General Plan 
and Land Use Designation from General Commercial (C-G/CG) to Office and 
Industrial (I-OI/OI) along with a Conditional Use Permit and Development Plan to 
construct and operate the battery energy storage facility. The City Council will be 
the decisionmaker on all entitlements associated with this project.  
The existing land use designation of General Commercial does not allow Major 
Utilities uses which is the use category needed for the battery energy storage 
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project. The City Council initiated the General Plan Amendment on May 17, 
2022. Access will be taken from Viajero Drive. The property is a 2.1-acre vacant 
parcel located at an unaddressed parcel on Viajero Drive, known as Assessor’s 
Parcel Number 079-210-053. The project does not include a request for a 
modification. 

The project was filed by Tim Murphy, agent for Southern California Edison, 
property owner. 

DISCUSSION: 

The DRB conducted conceptual review of the project on May 14, 2024, and 
determined that the design was compatible with the site (Case No. 24-0002-
DRB).  

The proposed General Plan land use designation for the site is Office Institutional 
(OI). The proposed project meets all applicable development standards for OI 
zoned parcels as the proposed battery structures would be installed on concrete 
pads located outside of the required setback areas, have a relatively low height 
(no higher than 9’-2” tall), the proposed project has a lot coverage of 22% which 
is below the maximum allotment of 40%, and the proposed project includes 13% 
of the parcel allocated to landscaping which exceeds the required minimum of 
10%. 

Several policies in the City’s Visual and Historic Resources Element of the 
General Plan are applicable to the Project and are shared below.  

VH 4.7 Office Buildings, Business Parks, Institutional, and Public/Quasi-Public 
Uses. [GP] The following standards shall be applicable to office and business 
park development and institutional and public/quasi-public uses: 

a. Buildings and structures shall be designed to be compatible with adjacent
development relative to size, bulk, and scale.
b. Street elevations of buildings and structures should enhance the streetscape
and should be pedestrian friendly. To create diversity and avoid monotonous
façades, varied building setbacks should be provided and be proportionate to the
scale of the building.
c. Plazas, courtyards, and landscaped open space should be provided to create
a campus-like setting and encourage pedestrian access.
d. Parking lots should not be the dominant visual element and shall be located
behind or beside buildings, where appropriate. Where buildings do not screen
parking lots, landscaping, berms, and/or low walls shall be used to screen cars
from adjacent roadways and other developments.
e. Architectural elements such as arcades are encouraged to identify the main
entrance and reinforce the pedestrian scale.
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f. Bicycle access shall be provided and encouraged via bike lanes. Sufficient,
secure, and protected bicycle parking shall be provided.
g. Public transit shall be encouraged through effective placement of stops for
local and regional transit services. Existing stops shall be upgraded as
appropriate.
h. Loading areas and recycling and trash facilities shall be easily accessed and
screened from view with landscaping and/or fencing or walls. Adjacent uses shall
be considered when such areas are sited.
i. Roof mounted equipment shall be screened and considered as part of the
structure for height calculations.

VH 4.9 Landscape Design. [GP] Landscaping shall be considered and designed 
as an integral part of development, not relegated to remaining portions of a site 
following placement of buildings, parking, or vehicular access. Landscaping shall 
conform to the following standards: 

a. Landscaping that conforms to the natural topography and protects existing
specimen trees is encouraged.
b. Any specimen trees removed shall be replaced with a similar size tree or with
a tree deemed appropriate by the City.
c. Landscaping shall emphasize the use of native and drought-tolerant vegetation
and should include a range and density of plantings including trees, shrubs,
groundcover, and vines of various heights and species.
d. The use of invasive plants shall be prohibited.
e. Landscaping shall be incorporated into the design to soften building masses,
reinforce pedestrian scale, and provide screening along public streets and off-
street parking areas.

VH 4.12 Lighting. [GP] Outdoor lighting fixtures shall be designed, located, aimed 
downward or toward structures (if properly shielded), retrofitted if feasible, and 
maintained in order to prevent over-lighting, energy waste, glare, light trespass, 
and sky glow. The following standards shall apply: 

a. Outdoor lighting shall be the minimum number of fixtures and intensity needed
for the intended purpose. Fixtures shall be fully shielded and have full cut off
lights to minimize visibility from public viewing areas and prevent light pollution
into residential areas or other sensitive uses such as wildlife habitats or migration
routes.
b. Direct upward light emission shall be avoided to protect views of the night sky.
c. Light fixtures used in new development shall be appropriate to the architectural
style and scale and compatible with the surrounding area.
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ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW: 

An Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration (IS/MND) has been prepared for 
the project pursuant to the requirements of CEQA (Pub. Resources Code §§ 
21000 et seq.). The draft IS/MND\was released for a 30-day public review 
commencing on December 11, 2025. Staff received several comments regarding 
the draft Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration (IS/MND). The Final IS/MND 
is being finalized and will be made available prior to the Planning Commission 
hearing. All necessary Conditions of Approval and/or Mitigation Measures related 
to the environmental issue areas will be incorporated. The Draft IS/MND is 
available online here: 
https://www.cityofgoleta.org/your-city/planning-and-environmental-review/ceqa-
review/greenbark-30-battery-energy-storage-system-project. The three primary 
areas of concern analyzed within the Final IS/MND are related to biological 
resources, cultural resources, and hazards/hazardous materials. The first two 
issues relate to the site, and the third issue relates to the use itself. 

NEXT STEPS 

If the DRB recommends Preliminary Design approval, then \, the next steps 
include: (1) Planning Commission review of the all the entitlement actions with a 
recommendation to the City Council regarding the merits of the project along with 
the adequacy of the environmental analysis contained with the Final IS.MND; (2) 
City Council review and action regarding the merits of the project and the 
adequacy of the environmental analysis contained with the Final IS/MND; (3) if 
approval granted, Final Design Review by DRB ; (4) issuance of Zoning 
Clearance once adopted conditions/mitigation measures are implemented 
required prior to issuance of building permits; (5) building plan check, building 
permit issuance, and begin construction. 

ATTACHMENTS: 

Attachment A - Findings of Approval 
Attachment B – Project Plans 
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Attachment A 
Preliminary Design Review and California Environmental Quality Act Findings for 

Greenbark 30 Battery Energy Storage System 
Case Nos. 24-0001-GPA, 24-0002-ORD, 24-0007-DP, 24-0002-CUP, and 24-0002-DRB 

DESIGN REVIEW FINDINGS (GMC SECTION 17.58.080) 

1. The development will be compatible with the neighborhood, and its size, bulk and
scale will be appropriate to the site and the neighborhood.

The configuration, size, bulk, and scale of the Greenbark 30 Battery Storage
Facility is appropriate to the site and neighborhood as currently designed which
does not include a building enclosing the energy storage facility but is instead a
series of 9’-2” tall battery cabinets. The cabinets containing the batteries are well
below the maximum height limit of 35 feet allowed by the zoning district. The
proposed lot coverage is approximately 22% while the maximum allowed is 40%.

2. Site layout, orientation, and location of structures, including any signage and
circulation, are in an appropriate and harmonious relationship to one another and
the property.

Most of the battery storage cabinets and equipment are low profile structures and
screened from the public view to the maximum extent practical as seen in the
sections provided on sheets C-300, C-301, and C-302. The screening is
accomplished through fencing and landscaping to minimize the view of the less
than 10’ tall battery cabinets. The improvements are in an appropriate and
harmonious relationship to one another and the property. No signage is proposed.

3. The development demonstrates a harmonious relationship with existing adjoining
development, avoiding both excessive variety as well as monotonous repetition,
but allowing similarity of style, if warranted.

The development demonstrates a harmonious relationship with existing adjoining
development to the extent possible given the nature of the use of a battery storage
facility and the property shares boundaries with gas-fire peaker plant, an outdoor
storage area, existing railroad line, and a proposed ministorage facility. Maintaining
a low profile of the facility’s cabinets and a landscape plan which exceeds the
minimum requirements created the best approach to achieving a harmonious
relationship between the types of adjoining development.

4. There is harmony of material, color, and composition on all sides of structures.

The materials, colors, and composition on all sides of the proposed battery
cabinets are uniform and in harmony with one another.
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Greenbark 30 Battery Energy Storage System – Findings 
24-0001-GPA, 24-0002-ORD, 24-0007-DP, 24-0002-CUP, and 24-0002-DRB

May 26, 2025 
 Page 2 

5. Any outdoor mechanical or electrical equipment is well integrated in the total
design and is screened from public view to the maximum extent practicable.

The project includes 15’ of landscaping buffer on the north, east, and southern
property lines which accounts for approximately 13 percent of the net lot,
exceeding the requirement of 10 percent landscaping. The entire property is also
surrounded by an 8’ tall ornamental no-climb fence.

6. The site grading is minimized, and the finished topography will be appropriate for
the site.

The site is generally flat and minimal grading will be necessary totaling 491.85
cubic yards of cut, 484.08 cubic yards of fill, and 7.77 cubic yards of export for
construction of the battery storage cabinet pads.

7. Adequate landscaping is provided in proportion to the project and the site with due
regard to preservation of specimen and protected trees, and existing native
vegetation.

The proposed landscaping is adequate and in proportion to the project and site as
the landscaping coverage is approximately 13 percent of the net lot area,
exceeding the Title 17 requirement for 10 percent for OI zoned parcels.

8. The selection of plant materials is appropriate to the project and its environment,
and adequate provisions have been made for long-term maintenance of the plant
materials.

The selected plant palette includes fire-resistant California species including
several recommended by the California Department of Fish and Wildlife.

9. All exterior lighting, including for signage, is well designed, appropriate in size and
location, and dark-sky compliant.

The proposed project includes minimal security lighting which is dark sky compliant
and the photometric plan demonstrates that there will not be spillover light onto the
neighboring parcels.

10. The project architecture will respect the privacy of neighbors, is considerate of
private views, and is protective of solar access off site.

The project’s proposed landscaping and fencing provides a heavy buffer between
the project and the neighboring uses protecting the privacy of the neighbors. The
landscape coverage for the battery storage facility is approximately 13 percent of
the net lot area, exceeding the Title 17 requirement for 10 percent.
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Greenbark 30 Battery Energy Storage System – Findings 
24-0001-GPA, 24-0002-ORD, 24-0007-DP, 24-0002-CUP, and 24-0002-DRB  

May 26, 2025 
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11. The proposed development is consistent with any additional design standards as 

expressly adopted by the City Council. (Ord. 20-03 § 6). 
 
The proposed development is consistent with pertinent zoning and design 
standards of Title 17 adopted by the City Council. 
 

CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT  
 

12. The development or project is within the project description of a proposed or 
adopted California Environmental Quality Act document (i.e., Environmental 
Impact Report, Mitigated Negative Declaration, or Negative Declaration) or is 
statutorily or categorically exempt from California Environmental Quality Act.  
 
An Initial Study/Mitigation Negative Declaration (IS/MND) has been prepared for 
the project pursuant to the requirements of CEQA (Pub. Resources Code §§ 21000 
et seq.). The draft IS/MND was released for a 30-day public review period 
commencing on December 11, 2025. Staff received several comments regarding 
the draft Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration (IS/MND). The Final IS/MND 
is being finalized and will be made available prior to the Planning Commission 
hearing. All necessary Conditions of Approval and/or Mitigation Measures related 
to the environmental issue areas will be incorporated. The Draft IS/MND is 
available online here: https://www.cityofgoleta.org/your-city/planning-and-
environmental-review/ceqa-review/greenbark-30-battery-energy-storage-system-
project. The three primary areas of concern analyzed within the Final IS/MND are 
related to biological resources, cultural resources, and hazards/hazardous 
materials. The first two issues relate to the site and the third issue relates to the 
use itself. 
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Environmental Resources Management, Inc.

GREENBARK 30 BATTERY ENERGY
STORAGE PROJECT

MAY 2025

Suite 725

PRELIMINARY PLANS FOR PERMITTING

Scale Microgrids
1776 I Street N.W.

Washington, DC, 20006
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EDITION UL 9540.

3. PROJECT LAYOUT AND DESIGN IS PRELIMINARY PENDING FINAL SITE SURVEY, EQUIPMENT
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8. NECESSITY FOR PERMANENT OR TEMPORARY GENERATORS TO BE DETERMINED BY OWNER.
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BASED ON FURTHER ENGINEERING OPTIMIZATION.
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Statistics

Description Symbol Avg Max Min

Calc Zone #1 0.5 fc 4.4 fc 0.0 fc

Schedule

Symbol Label Image QTY Catalog Number Description Lamp Number 
Lamps

Lumens 
per Lamp LLF Wattage

A
5 DSX0 LED P3 30K T3M 

MVOLT HS
DSX0 LED P3 30K T3M MVOLT with 
houseside shield

LED 1 6172 0.85 71

B
5 DSX0 LED P3 30K T3M 

MVOLT HS
DSX0 LED P3 30K T3M MVOLT with 
houseside shield

LED 1 6172 0.85 142

Luminaire 
Locations

Label MH

A 20.00
A 20.00
A 20.00
A 20.00
A 20.00
B 25.00
B 25.00
B 25.00
B 25.00
B 25.00
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CLIENT

428 13th St.
3rd Floor

Oakland, CA 94612
www.revamp-eng.com

ENGINEER'S STAMP

THIS DOCUMENT IS THE PROPERTY OF
REVAMP ENGINEERING, INC., AND

CONTAINS CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION.
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MANUFACTURE, USE, OR SELL ANYTHING IT
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FROM REVAMP ENGINEERING, INC.
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LIGHT FIXTURE1

LIGHT POLE2
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NOTE:
1. ALL SPECIES USED SHALL BE NATIVE TO CALIFORNIA.
2. CONTRACTOR SHALL BE RESPONSIBLE FOR COORDINATION WITH OWNER

FOR LOCATION OF UNDERGROUND UTILITIES.
3. PLANT LIST IS FOR CONVENIENCE OF CONTRACTOR. PLAN IS TO PREVAIL AND

LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT AND OWNER TO MAKE FINAL ADJUSTMENTS AS
NECESSARY.

4. CONTRACTOR TO BE RESPONSIBLE FOR FULL IRRIGATION COVERAGE OF ALL
PLANTED AREA.

5. IRRIGATION TO BE COORDINATED WITH PLANTING PLAN.
6. ALL PLANTER AREAS SHALL BE AMENDED WITH 4 CUBIC YDS. OF FOREST

HUMUS MULCH AND 150 LBS. OF GRO-POWER PLUS, PER 1,000 SQ. FT. OF
PLANTED AREA. PLANTER MIX TO BE 50% NATIVE MIX SOIL AND 50% FLOWER
MIX ABOVE FOR ALL BACK FILL OF NEW PLANTS.

7. PLANT MATERIAL MAY BE SUBJECT TO CHANGE AS PER OWNER OR
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT'S DISCRETION.

8. ANY CLARIFICATION OR QUESTIONS ON PLANS, SPECIFICATIONS AND DETAILS
SHOULD BE BROUGHT TO THE ATTENTION OF THE LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT
IMMEDIATELY BEFORE PROCEEDING WITH WORK.

9. ALL PLANTER AREAS TO BE TOP DRESSED WITH SHREDDED CEDAR REDWOOD
MULCH AT A DEPTH OF 3”.

PROPERTY  LINEFENCE, TYP

EXISTING EUCALYPTUS TREE ROW

NON-DISTURBANCE AREA
(APPROXIMATE) EXCLUSION
FENCING LOCATIONS WILL BE
FIELD VERIFIED AT WETLAND

BIORETENTION BASIN

LEGEND

EXISTING VEGETATION TO REMAIN

NON DISTURBANCE AREA 10-FOOT SETBACK

NON-DISTURBANCE WETLAND AREA

SYMBOL BOTANICAL / COMMON NAME SIZE CONTAINER HT (FT) WIDTH (FT) QTY

TREES

Cercis occidentalis 'Claremont' / Claremont Western Redbud 15 gal. Box 15-25 10-15 9

Fraxinus dipetala / California Ash 15 gal. Pot 15-25 10-20 7

Lyonothamnus floribundus asplenifolius / Fernleaf Catalina Ironwood 15 gal. Pot 25-40 15-25 6

Prunus ilicifolia / Hollyleaf Cherry 15 gal. Pot 15-25 15-25 17

Salix lasiolepis / Arroyo Willow 15 gal. Pot 15-30 10-15 15

SHRUBS
Achillea millefolium / Common Yarrow 1 gal. Pot 1-3 2-3 41

Atriplex lentiformis breweri / Brewer Big Saltbush 3 gal. Pot 6-10 6-10 10

Encelia californica / California Encelia 1 gal. Pot 3-5 4-6 42

Encelia farinosa / Brittlebush 1 gal. Pot 2-4 3-5 42

Frangula californica / California Coffeeberry 5 gal. Pot 6-15 6-12 25

Heteromeles arbutifolia / Toyon 5 gal. Pot 10-15 10-15 8

Rhus integrifolia / Lemonade Berry 5 gal. Pot 10-15 10-15 14

SYMBOL BOTANICAL / COMMON NAME SIZE CONTAINER QTY

GROUND COVERS
Agrostis pallens / Thingrass seed 13,193 sf

PLANT SCHEDULE
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TREE REMOVAL SCHEDULE

TREE REMOVAL LEGEND
EXISTING VEGETATION TO REMAIN

EXISTING VEGETATION TO BE REMOVED

NON-DISTURBANCE AREA
(APPROXIMATE) EXCLUSION
FENCING LOCATIONS WILL BE
FIELD VERIFIED AT WETLAND

ARROYO WILLOW THICKET. PENDING FIELD
VERIFICATION, UP TO 10 WILLOWS MAY BE
REMOVED

NON DISTURBANCE AREA 10-FOOT SETBACK

NON-DISTURBANCE WETLAND AREA

ARROYO WILLOW THICKET
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PERMEABLE GRAVEL BASE

TRANSFORMER

8'-TALL SECURITY FENCE WITH SLATS

PERMEABLE GRAVEL ACCESS ROAD

TESLA MEGAPACK 2XL

8'-TALL ORNAMENTAL NO-CLIMB METAL FENCE

BIORETENTION SPILLWAY WEIR
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