Agenda Item A.2
DISCUSSION/ACTION ITEM
Meeting Date: February 19, 2025

(.

CITY Of S=s

GOLETA

TO: Parks and Recreation Commission Members
SUBMITTED BY: JoAnne Plummer, Neighborhood Services Director

SUBJECT: Stow Grove Park Caretaker Cottage Discussion

RECOMMENDATION:

A. Provide a recommendation to be carried forward to City Council to leave the
existing facility in its current condition, with no improvement or;

B. Provide a recommendation to be carried forward to City Council to demolish the
existing facility to be included in Phase One of the renovation project, as
recommended by staff, or;

C. Provide an alternate recommendation to be carried forward to City Council related
to the future of the caretaker cottage.

BACKGROUND:

On August 20, 2024, the project team officially kicked off Phase One of the Stow Grove
Park project. The team conducted a site walk to evaluate options for the affected areas
in alignment with the Master Plan. As the primary focus of Phase One is the design and
installation of a new restroom, extensive discussions arose about its precise location, and
considerations for the placement of future additional development features.

On September 11, 2024, the Parks and Recreation Commission (Commission) reviewed
considerations for a relocation of the restroom facility, which included possible scenarios
associated with the relocation of other support facilities within the caretaker and
maintenance areas of the property. The Commission had a lengthy discussion, and, in
the end, there were five members in support, one not in support, and one position vacant.
The concern expressed with the relocation of structures was focused on the lack of public
participation prior to the Commission review of this item.
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On October 15, 2024, the City Council reviewed the same considerations that were
provided to the Commission and requested staff to hold a public workshop to address the
requests.

On December 14, 2024, a public workshop was held at La Patera Elementary School.
Due to the tight timeline imposed by the project’s grant funding, discussions related to the
project had to focus on the selection of the playground design and restroom location only,
with the potential reconfiguration of the other areas tabled for further discussions.

DISCUSSION:

The caretaker cottage was not an original structure at Stow Grove Park. In January of
1965 when the property was deeded to the County of Santa Barbara (County), one of the
requirements was the construction of a caretaker cottage (Attachment 1). The City of
Goleta has construction plans for this structure that are dated in 1965. Subsequent plan
sets for other park improvements, dated in 1967, identify the caretaker cottage and the
garage as existing facilities.

In 1965, the County of Santa Barbara was responsible for park locations from Cuyama to
Carpinteria, spanning 129 miles. Due to the size of the County and remote locations of
County-owned park properties, it was a common practice to have a park host at park
locations throughout the County. This practice allowed for the opportunity to have a daily
presence at popular park locations to address concerns, repairs, and issues. It also
allowed the opportunity for the County to have team members strategically located
throughout the large jurisdiction to conduct business in park locations within a reasonable
proximity reducing travel time for maintenance crews.

In 2002, the City of Goleta incorporated and the deed for Stow Grove Park was transferred
to the City, which included the house. The City of Goleta stationed one of their
maintenance team members into the house until 2016. The departure of this employee
raised a significant amount of discussion related to the logistical considerations and future
need for the caretaker cottage. The primary focus was the condition of the facility, which
was thought to contain asbestos and lead paint as well as significant non-compliance with
the 2010 Americans with Disability Act. The facility continues to remain vacant due to the
current conditions, which have been considerably worsened by storm activity over the last
few years (Attachment 2).

As previously mentioned, the logistics of park management necessitated the need for an
on-site caretaker under the County’s management when it was established in 1965.
However, given that the park is now owned by the City of Goleta and managed daily
through a combination of contracted services and in-house Parks and Open Space
personnel, the need for an on-site caretaker no longer exists. The combined management
efforts place either an employee and/or contractor at the site nearly seven days a week,
providing a near constant visual presence on the park and its maintenance needs. This
collaborative approach allows the City of Goleta to have representatives monitoring and
reporting on the activity and conditions of the park, nearly seven days a week. This staffing

Page 2 of 4



Meeting Date: February 19, 2025

effort is higher than any other park within the City of Goleta, with Jonny D. Walls
Neighborhood Park being the next highest.

The discussion of the caretaker cottage and proposed community use has promoted
further discussions as to the future needs of such a facility. As a result, the City of Goleta
will not be investing in the refurbishment or replacement of the caretaker cottage at this
time. The park has significant needs related to accessibility and infrastructure
improvements and the costs to refurbish or replace facilities where the City does not have
a need or staffing model to support a caretaker at a City park location, is not a prudent
use of public funds.

For Phase One of the construction project, there are two options for the existing caretaker
cottage; remove or remain in place. The garage structure is not permitted and not needed,
so it will be removed during Phase One to accommodate an entry into the maintenance
yard to avoid vehicle and pedestrian conflicts. Due to the tight timeline of the project, and
the discussions associated with the caretaker cottage, there are only two options for
consideration during this phase. If something were to change in the future, those changes
would be incorporated into another phase of the project if funding becomes available.

Staff has engaged the family member that represents the Stow family to discuss the City’s
request to eliminate the caretaker cottage at this location. The item was discussed at the
Stow Company’s December 2024 board meeting. The Stow Company relayed to staff
that it is comfortable with the City’s request not to have a caretaker living onsite at Stow
Grove Park and comfortable with the City determining the future of the caretaker cottage
in consultation with the community.

Future uses of any type of replacement structure would be discussed with the community
but would not be included in Phase One construction.

FISCAL IMPACTS:

There is funding available to remove the caretaker cottage during the first phase of the
project, so no additional funds would be needed if the recommendation is to remove the
structure. For information purposes, staff have included the cost estimate ranges to
restore and/or replace the existing cottage. These funds will be redirected to other areas
of improvement for the park as identified in the Master Plan.

Refurbish Replace with Replace with Pre- Demolish Existing

Prefabricated Engineered Structure
Structure Structure
$500,000 - $650,000 | $650,000 - $800,000 | $40,000 - $60,000

$650,000 - $750,00*

*Figure is based on current known conditions, however this effort would require further
assessment and evaluation of the existing structure
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Cllpcfbon—

ne Plummer,
N ghborhood Services Director

ATTACHMENTS:

1. Stow Grove Park 1965 Deed
2. Photos of Caretaker Cottage Existing Condition
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ATTACHMENT 1

Stow Grove Park 1965 Deed
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DEED OF GIFT

-STOW COMPANY, a California co-partnership, DOES HEREBY

GRANT to the COUNTY OF SANTA BARBARA, STATE OF CALIFORNIA,

a vody poligic, by gift and without consideration from the
Grantae, Subjedt to the éxpréés condiﬁions éubsequenp here-
inalter provided, an undivided one-third .(1/3) interest in
and to that certain i'eal property situated in the County of
Santa Barbara, State of California, more particularly

described as follows: ]
That certain real property being a portion of
Rancho Los Dos Fueblcs in the County of Santa Barbara,
Sgate of California and being more particularly
describped as {ollowss

Beginning at a 1/2 inch survey pipe set at the
most southeasterly corner of a lQ-acre gross parcel
a§ ghown on a ma? fil%d in Bgck 65, Page 82, Records
of Surveys, records of said County. _—

- ‘Therce 1st, 3. 6°03'53" E, 5.86 feet to a 1/2
inch survey pipe set at the beginning of a tangent
curve, ccncave to the east, with a delta of 31°08'31®
“and a radius of 300 feet,

Thence 2nd, Southeasterly along the arc ¢f said
curve 153.06 feet to a 1/2 inch survey pipe set at the
end of said curve. :

Thence 3rd, S. 37°12°z2L" E. 252.85 feet to a 1/2
inch survey pipe set in the northerly line of la Patera
lane as shown on a map of Tract 10,225 {iled in Book
59, Pages 1 through 7, of Maps, records of said County,
from which a 1/2 inch survev pipe set at the mosi north-
westerly corner of La Patera Lane bears S. 61°52128%

#e 2.99 fest.

Thence Lth, along the northerly line of la Patera
Lane as shown on said map N, 61°52%28" E. 39.01 fest
" t0 a 1/2 inch survey pipe at the beginning of a curve
goncave toc the northeast with a delta of 93°44122" and
" a radius of 15.CC feei, the radial center of which bears
H. 61e52tza3% E, R ' . :

-
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Thence 5th, Southeasterly along the arc of said
curve 24,54 feet to a plpe set at ths beginning of a
curve concave to the south with a delta of 19371210
and a radius of 720,00 feet, the radial center of
which bears S. 31°16t45n |, '

Thence 6th, along the arc of said curve 20,39
feet to a 1/2 inch survey pipe set at the beginning -
of a curve concave to the sast with & delta of 49°48130%
: and- &' radius of 1000,00 feet, the radial center of which
. bears N. 60°4L7117n K, ‘

~ Thence 7th, Northerly along the wasterly boundary
of Tract 10,225 and the arc of sald curve 869,32 feet
to a 1/2 inch survey pipe.

' - Thenos #th, Gontinuing along the wasterly bouridary =~
of Tract 10,225 N. 20°35t16% &, 9 40 feet to a 1/2 inch

- survey pipe set at ‘the beginning of a curve concave to
the east with a delta of 19°18*29% and a radius of 1940,00
feet, the radial center of which boars N. 69°28'07" W,

Thence 9th, Continuing rertherly along the west-
erly boundary of Tract 10,225 .and the arc .of said curve
653.76. feat to a 1/2 inch survey pipe.

Thencs 10th, Continuing along the westerly boundary
of Tract 10,225 N, 1°)15tv36n E. 281.62 fest to a 1/2 inch
survey pipe from which the most northwesterly corner of
Tract 10,225 as shown on a map filed in Book 59, -Pages
1 through 7 eof Yaps, records of said County, bears S.
1°15716% W, 2,00 feetc. ' o

. Thence 1lth, N. 87e25'09n y, 143.13 feet to a 1/2
inch pipe set at the beginning of a tangent curve con-
cave Lo the south with a delta of 24721731" and a radius
of 849.76 feet, : : '

Thence 12th, 4asterly along the arc of said curve
361,27 feet to a 1/2 inch survey pipe.- T |

Thence 13th, S. 21°46'40¢ E, 73.00 feet to the
veginning of a tangent curve with & delta of 39%11t]sm
and a radius of 497,87 feat. : m

Then#e ihch, Southerly along the arc of said curve
- 340.52 faet to a 1/2 inch pipe sat at a peint of reverse
curve {a tangent at said point bearing N. 17°24'35n Ed)e

- Thence 15th, Southerly élong the arc of said
reverse curve 103.96 fost, said reverss. curve having
a delta of 2}?28}38” and a radius of 500,35 feet.
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Thence 16th, S. 6°03'53" E, 864.42 feet to the
point of beginning.

The above described tract is shown on a map
filed In Book 6, Page 38 of Rocord of Surveys,
records of said County. ‘ )

- RESERVING thé right,: privilege and sasement to
enter upon, survey, excavate for, construct, reconstruct,
iristall; lsy, .re-lay, replace, maintain, operate, in-
crease the size of, and remove a water pipe iine or
‘lines, together with all fixtures, devic¢a and appur-
tenances used or useful in the operation of said pipe
line or lines, and to remove objects interfering thers-
with, at any and all points within, through, over, and
across those strips of land, being portions of the
property herein conveyed, ten (10} feet in width and
lying five (5) feet on each side of the center lines
described as follows as PARCELS I and II, to wit:

PARCEL_I

Beginning at a point in the eleventh (llth) course
of the tract of land hereinabove described, from which
the southeasterly terminus of said ¢ourse bears. 3,
B7°25Y09% E, 76.72 feet. ~

Thence, S. 15°26'53" E. 156.03 fzet.
Thence, S. 3°58743™ W. 591.66 feat.

. Thence, S.. 44°38750" W. 15.32 feet to a point.
to be known as Point A, o

Thence, S. 8°10734" W. 50,82 feot.

Thence, S. 16°53%06" W. 68.50 feat to a point
which i5 fiva feet westerly, measured at right angles,
friém the ninth course of the tract of land hereinsabove
described, said point being the beginning of a curve
to the right having a delta of 1%43'31" and a radius
of 1935.00 feet, the radial center of which bears Ne
71%11%388 W,

- Thence, Southerly along the arc of said curve,
58,27 feet to the end thereof.

. Thence, S. 20°35'16% W. parallel with the sast-
erly line of the tract hereinabove described, 96.40
fest to the bsginning of a curve to the left, said
curve having. & radius of 1005 feet.
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Thence, Southerly, parallel with the easterly
line of the tract -heroinabove described, along the
© arc of said curve, 873 feet, mores or leas, to.the
intersection of said curve with the slxth ¢ourss of
the tract of land- hereinabove described.
PARCEL II

Béginning at Foint A of Parcel I hereinabove
described. : : :

" Thence, N. 86°43702" W, 189.69 feet.
Thence, S. 85°03'05" W, 191.09 feet to & point -

in-the sixteenth course of the tract of land hersin.
above described, from which the noriherly verminus of

sald course bears N, 6°03'53" W, 95.80 feet -
This conveyahce-is made and acepted upon the following
express conditions subsequent:
i1. Tk= preperty hereby conveyed shall be used
selely and excluéivaly for the benefit of the publid
as and for & public park which shall be named and
Enown as éﬁeﬁ Grove, for the recreation anq pleasure -
of th‘e publics o
N 24 The.use”of said park by the ﬁublic ufmanyi'
portioh thereof shall not be permitted betwsen thé
" hours of 12 midnight and 6 A, Mo
3« The sale of foed, drinks, novelties or any
ther goods or merchandise whatsoever shall not be
permitted ﬁpon said property excepting that single
?ermits-not to excé;d eightzar (18) hours each may -
be iasued to non-profit organizations on the bgsis
of only one such permit to any one such organization
during any six (6) mcnshg pericd. Temporary sales
stands may bé erected during the period éf-é perﬁit
provided .that theyfshall promptly be removed at the

end of such permit periocd.
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L. No buildings other than small park main-

1"enanc\s& buildings and caretaker's. cottage shall be
rﬁcted placed or maintained upon said property.
A braach of any of the foregoing conditions shall cause the
property herein ﬂonvaycd o revert to the Grantor, its successors
- cr assigns, who shall have the right of imnediate reaentry upon

said property in the event of any such breach-

DATED: gdwww‘;f 2/, 1965.

STOW CUMPANY, a California
co-partnersnip,
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DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

Cn thise{/ =) da)' of . -in the year cne thousand nine

hundred and sixty- - _“W“L
. Notary Public in and for the said District of Columbla, personally

aopeared MARGARET S. BRUCE known to me to be the person whouse name is -
subscrived to the within instrument, and she acknowledged to me that
she exécuted the same,

Ih WITNESS WHERhOF, I nave hereunto set my hand and affixed ny
Bhﬁval, at my office in the said District of Cnlumbla the day
YV T phis certificate first above -written.

L ad

2 fotary Public in and for“the District
o : " “of "Golumbia '

STATE OF VIRGINIA )
) s8
COUNTY OF ARLINGTON )

On this ~<-«Z day of .7} .. . ¢} s in the year one thousand ains
. hundred and sixty- 7.~ beTors e, S Al arnig s FLep g
" a Notary Public in and Tor the said County ol Arlington, perbonally
appeared MARIA K. EALARD known to me to be ths person whose name is
subscribed to the within 1natrument. and she acknowladged Lo me that
she executed the saaie. L

: IN %I KBSS WHEREOF, I have hereunbo set my hand and af ;}xed
my Official Seal, at my office in the said County of Arlinghbnr th

da" and year in this certificate first abova written. v i1 e
\9 T

. "( 7. Lo g - ".::. . r"-". ‘: b‘ “- _r
- - e .xL -7 - N s '.
¥y Commission expiress Notary Public in and fﬁf the Counqy
B ST of Arlington, State of. Q;Qginiau
]

3TATE CF ORZGCH
COUNTY OF MULTNOMAH ) -

© On this_3 T Fa of
hundred and sixty- Sx N
a Notary Public in and for "th “u1t1omah, person&lly
appearad TAYLOR ALEYANDER known to me to bs th¢ person whose name 1is

subscribed te the .within instrument, and he ac ntheuged to me that he
exeruued the same.

he éar one thousand nine

I} WITHESS WHERFOF, I have hereunto set my: ‘hand nnd affixed my
 O0fficial Seal, at my office in the .gaid GOLntg_af Fu;bnomah the day
© and:year in this cers: iuane first above wr ten.
» c{;;.

e o ~ //// &

:ﬁibamﬁission expires; — . Hotary FGbli in and for the said ,
53 - oy Lommioaniiepines Gec. 11, 1959 ; COunty of M tnomah . State of Oregon.

-~



STATE OF CALIFORNIA
CITY AND COUKTY OF SAN FRANC

Cn this 2§§g dag
hundred and sixty-fivae af
a Notary Public in anda for t
personally appearsd PEGGY SE
name is subscribed to the wi
me nhac she exacused theé sam

CINWITNESS WHEREOF, I

Official Seal, at my ofxice
the day and yea; in this cer

Commission expires:
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8s
ISCO )

1 . in the year one thousand nine

cra me 5
he said ﬁity anﬁ aounty o? San Francisco,

LIGMAN known to me to be the person whose
thin instrument, and she acknowledged to
€.

have hersunto set my hand and affixed my
in the said City and County of\ﬁan Francisco
tificate first -above w-itgéna,. """""

Eleanor F.
Nozary Public in a
€City and County of
State of Cali“ornia

"gcﬂhb“said
Franuisqo,

Marah 19, 1956 -

STATZ OF CALIFORNIA
GULTY CGF SANTA BuRBARA )

gt St

On this

day ©
hurndrea and sixty-

Mve befl

59

in the year one thousand nine
aF ‘. m‘tc -

ore me, Boro !

a Notary Public in and for ihe said County of Santa Barbara, personally

appearad GARRETT VAN HORKE k
subscribea o the within ins
ne executed the sanme.

In WITNESS WB!REOF I
Official 3Seal, at my office

¢ay and year-in this certifi

My Commission explres.

Moy Sz gniae Sazirer N iy

nown to me to be the person whose name is
trument, and he acknowledged to me that

have hereunto set my hand'and affixed my
in the said County of Santa Barbara the
cate first above writtepni ™

x /ﬁ\ :
' \\ t\a;:fknxlx (~ \;, Qxlht—aro\

v

iWosary Public in and for the said County
£ 3anta Barbara, -State of California.
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State of California. L.
County of Sunta Barbara, 1
‘ dated .. January 21, 1965 .

.tu Hu (‘mmm nf Santa Burburu, S.’u:c uf (“ulifomia a pohtua! c
huel y goreptsd i?y Onlee of the Board of Supercisors of the G
=-§65 oo oy anel the grantee cansends to recordati

cL-90

- 7833
RECORDES AY REQUEST OF
COUNTY, CLERk

e::xm e 383
Ma 4 _3 57 AH '85

OFFICIAL RECORDS
4 3ARTARA TO. CALIF.
Ny n.. SUSARK, ucuun

NO FEE

, , 442 /¢ 7END OF
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THIS 1S TO CERTIFY that the interest in real property conceyed by the Dreed 2R L0008 _
. - from ......... S tWCQmPBQY; ............................................
Cauﬁomia con putnerahip

"""""""}B?"Ec}lL};Q}};}"Jéi{i";}}}""n&."}; .
nia ra on.....HMareh Lg.

by its duly";uﬂwrizcd officer.
fazd the scal of said Board this  _ -

WITKFSS e
L Let WSSy (. March . AD. 19..65

o J E LEVES ct;;ic _
?(_.t, ch § m.- ?;.'-‘f‘ e Dcputy Clerk.

DOCUMENT / / 7 7 7/ / /.
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ATTACHMENT 2

Photos of Caretaker Cottage Existing Condition



CARETAKER COTTAGE CURRENT CONDITIONS

FRONT OF FACILITY

INTERIOR BEDROOM
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