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 Agenda Item A.7 
CONSENT CALENDAR 

Meeting Date: March 21, 2023

TO: Mayor and Councilmembers 

FROM: Charles W. Ebeling, Public Works Director 

CONTACT: Gerald Comati, Contract Project Manager 

SUBJECT: Professional Design Services Agreement with Rincon Consultants for the 
San Jose Creek Channel Fish-Passage Modification Project 

RECOMMENDATION: 

Authorize the City Manager to execute a Professional Design Services Agreement with 
Rincon Consultants, Inc. in an amount not to exceed $197,313 for the San Jose Creek 
Channel Fish-Passage Modification Project with a contract expiration date of December 
31, 2024. 

BACKGROUND: 

In January 2022, the City Council approved the establishment of the San Jose Creek 
Channel Fish-Passage Modification Capital Improvement Program (CIP) Project (No. 
9117) along with the allocation of budget for the conceptual engineering, final design, and 
environmental/permitting phases of the project. The project was established in order to 
deliver fish passage weir modifications and creek grading necessary to ensure viable fish 
passage from the Goleta Slough, through the San Jose Creek Channel and into the 
natural portion of San Jose Creek. The project is necessary to comply with conditions of 
the Lake and Streambed Alteration (LSA) Agreement executed between the California 
Department of Fish and Wildlife and the City of Goleta (City) for the San Jose Creek 
Capacity Improvements and Fish Passage Project, completed in 2014. 

Also in January 2022, the City Council approved a professional design services 
agreement with Northwest Hydraulic Consultants (NHC) to prepare the conceptual design 
and final design for the project.  

DISCUSSION: 

Since the establishment of the San Jose Creek Channel Fish-Passage Modification 
Project in January 2022, NHC has made progress in the development of a conceptual 
design. Both digital and physical hydraulic models have been prepared and a consensus 
design is anticipated by April 2023, which will then commence the final design effort. In 
parallel with final design, the environmental and permitting phase can occur. Rincon 

1



 Meeting Date: March 21, 2023 

 

Page 2 of 3 

Consultants was selected from the City’s 2023 Pre-Qualified Consultant list to perform 
the environmental and permitting portion of the project. Rincon Consultants is the most 
qualified firm to perform this work since they completed the environmental and permitting 
for the related Hollister Avenue Bridge Project. Staff has reviewed and negotiated the 
scope and cost for these services and recommends approval of a new contract with 
Rincon Consultants for a not-to-exceed amount of $197,313 (Attachment 1) 
 
Next Steps 
 
The following are the next steps for this project:  
 

 Reach consensus on the conceptual design – January 2022 to April 2023 

 Complete Environmental and Permitting - February 2023 to February 2024 

 Construction – June 2024 to October 2024 

 Monitoring – October 2024 to June 2027 
 
FISCAL IMPACTS 
 
Project Cost Estimate 
 
Table 1 provides the cost of completing the San Jose Creek Channel Fish-Passage 
Modification Project and is estimated as follows: 

 
Table 1: San Jose Creek Channel Fish-Passage Modification Project Cost 

 

Expenditures Funding 

City Staff Time $25,000  

General Fund 
(101) 

$665,000  

Preliminary Design  $266,492 

Environmental $197,313  

Final Design   $98,921 

Project Management 
(Consultant) 

$77,274 

Construction TBD  
Construction 
Funding 

TBD  

Total: $665,000 Total: $665,000  

 
Project Funding 
 
The San Jose Creek Channel Fish-Passage Modification Project currently has funding 
allocations for the conceptual design, final design, the environmental phase which 
includes permitting, and project management. Table 2 below summarizes the FY 2022/23 
project budget amounts and funding source accounts for the San Jose Creek Channel 
Fish-Passage Project (CIP No. 9117). 
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Table 2: San Jose Creek Channel Fish-Passage Project FY 2022/23 Project Budget 
Amounts and Funding Source Accounts 

 

Account Fund Type 
FY 2022/23 

Budget 
YTD Activity 

Available 
Budget 

101-90-9117-57070 
(Design/Env 
Review) 

General 
Fund 

$1,264,347 $420,063 $844,284 

 
Public Works is recommending that the City Council approve an agreement with Rincon 
Consultants for environmental and permitting services for the San Jose Creek Channel 
Fish-Passage Modification Project, in an amount not to exceed $197,313. Once the 
design has been developed, Public Works will return to the City Council with a 
construction cost estimate and project schedule. At that time, further appropriations will 
be required. 
 
ALTERNATIVES:  
 
The City Council may elect to not approve an agreement with Rincon Consultants for 
environmental and permitting services for the San Jose Creek Channel Fish-Passage 
Modification Project. If this occurs, the City will not be able to deliver the San Jose Creek 
Channel Fish-Passage Project putting the City in violation of the LSA Agreement issued 
by the California Department of Fish and Wildlife for the San Jose Creek Channel 
Capacity Improvements and Fish Passage Project. 
 
Reviewed By: Legal Review By: Approved By: 
  
 
___________________ ___________________ _________________     
Kristine Schmidt  Megan Garibaldi Robert Nisbet 
Assistant City Manager City Attorney          City Manager 
 
 
ATTACHMENT: 

 
1. Professional Design Services Agreement with Rincon Consultants Inc. for the San 

Jose Creek Channel Fish-Passage Modification Project  
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ATTACHMENT 1 
  

  
Professional Design Services Agreement with Rincon Consultants Inc. for the San Jose 

Creek Channel Fish-Passage Modification Project (CIP # 9117) 
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