
June 18, 2018 
 
City of Goleta 
130 Cremona Drive, Suite B 
Goleta, CA 
 
Honorable Mayor and Councilmembers, 
 
Re:  Agenda Item E.1 Cannabis Land Use Ordinance 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the Cannabis Land Use Ordinance for your 
consideration at the Council meeting on Tuesday, June 19th. We commend your proactive 
leadership in regulating the newly legalized cannabis industry. This policy framework will help 
to protect public health and safety by requiring businesses to comply with standard practices 
and regulations. 
 
We are a small group of local entrepreneurs in the cannabis space. As residents, we are 
invested in our home town and look forward to contributing to economic growth in the City of 
Goleta. Our goal is to secure a local permit to operate a non-storefront retail operation, provide 
great jobs to residents, and contribute to the betterment of the City by paying local taxes.  
 
Although we are largely supportive of the ordinance, we urge your Council to include Business 
Park as an allowable zone for non-storefront retail. Based on our knowledge of the industry, 
we believe that non-storefront retail is a compatible use in Business Park zones, and is unlikely 
to generate adverse neighborhood impacts. Non-storefront retail can be compared to any other 
delivery fulfilment center. This activity simply consists of a small warehouse used to receive, 
store and load product into small vehicles for delivery to consumers. As the name implies, it is 
not open to the public. 
 
Your existing Land Use Element, Policy LU 4.2 states that Business Park use designation: 
 

“is intended to identify lands for attractive, well-designed business parks that provide 
employment opportunities to the community and surrounding area. The intensity, design 
and landscaping of development should be consistent with the character of existing 
development currently located in these areas. Uses in Business Park designation may 
include a wide variety of research and development, light industrial, and office uses, as 
well as small-scale commercial uses that serve the needs of business park employees… 
Activities in business park areas shall be conducted primarily indoors.” 

 
Non-storefront retail is a compatible activity for Business Park use designation because it is best 
described as a “light industrial” use or “small-scale commercial use.” Our proposed project will 
take place in a 5,000 square feet commercial building and we plan to employ 15-20 individuals. 
Our business will not be open to the public so we will not generate foot traffic or parking 
impacts. Our delivery vehicles will be small sprinter vans – not large semi-trucks. Due to the 



small nature of the product, we can fit a significant amount of inventory in a small, efficient 
vehicle. Our operating hours will be consistent with other surrounding uses.  
 
We will not be conducting any packaging, extraction, cultivation or testing in the building – no 
heavy or loud machinery is needed. According to MAUCSRA, non-storefront retailers may only 
take possession of cannabis product that is in its final packaged form. In other words, product 
that we will be receiving, storing and delivering onsite will not generate any odor because it will 
be pre-packaged.  
 
We are confident that our proposed project – non-storefront retail – is compatible with the 
surrounding uses and will enhance the character of the neighborhood, as well as provide a high 
quality service to the residents of Goleta. As locals, we are committed to operating a small 
business that will make our community proud. 
 
Staff are proposing to allow other non-storefront cannabis activities in Business Park, including 
manufacturing and testing. We suggest that non-storefront retail is even less impactful than 
manufacturing. Therefore, it is reasonable to permit non-storefront retail in Business Park 
zones. Furthermore, other cities have permitted non-storefront retail in Business Park zones – 
City of Santa Rosa is one example. 
 
In conclusion, please include Business Park land use designation as an allowable zone for Non-
Storefront Retail. 
 
Thank you for your consideration, 
 
Jack Weinstein 
SJR Advisors  
 

 



  
 

3158 Condo Ct, Santa Rosa Ca 95403 

 
June 18, 2019 

 
Public Comment Letter 

Agenda Item E.1 Cannabis Land Use Ordinance 
 
Mayor Perotte and Councilmembers, 
 
I am a local resident and the founder and CEO of HERBL Distribution Solutions, a cannabis distribution company. We 
have a licensed facility in the City of Santa Rosa and are pursuing a second location in southern California. Previously I 
have served as the CEO of Lang Pharma Nutrition - a private brand manufacturer and distributor of dietary supplements to 
Costco, Walmart and Target - as well as the President of United Natural Foods (UNFI) – America’s leading distributor of 
natural & organic foods. 
 
We are hopeful for an opportunity to permit a cannabis distribution facility here in the City of Goleta. However, we ask 
that your Council amend the ordinance to permit distribution in Business Park zones. My team has been searching 
for a viable industrial building for many months and there is not enough appropriate infrastructure for a distributor in the 
existing allowable zones – General Industrial, Commercial General and Service Industrial. We ask that you expand the 
land use designation for distribution to include Business Park.  
 
Cannabis distribution is a critical piece of the new legal supply chain. Only distributors are authorized to transport product 
between licensees, e.g. from cultivation farms to an extraction facility. We are also responsible for quality assurance and 
quality control, including packaging and labeling compliance. For example, we ensure that the packaging is child resistant 
and the THC contents listed on the label truly match the certified lab results. The distributor also collects taxes, and 
perhaps most importantly, works closely with a testing lab to test the cannabis product for harmful contaminants, such as 
molds, pesticides and heavy metals. For example, the testing lab must pull product samples at the distribution facility 
(under video surveillance) and return to the testing lab to conduct full product analysis. 
 
Since distributors are required to regularly interact with the testing labs to protect the integrity of the product, we would 
like to co-locate with a testing lab. Testing labs are permitting in Business Park zones. Therefore, we submit that for the 
efficiency of the supply chain, distributors should be permitted to locate in the same land use designations as 
testing labs, including Business Park. 
 
Based on our review of the existing Land Use Element, our interpretation is that cannabis distribution is an appropriate 
and compatible use for Business Park zones. Our distribution depot will be fairly small (around 10,000 square feet) and is 
similar to other existing allowable uses in Business Park corridors – light industrial, and small commercial businesses. 
Our vehicles are small vans (not heavy trucks) and since we are not open to the public, our business will not result in 
customer traffic. Furthermore, we will not generate noxious odors because all the product HERBL will take possession of 
is pre-packaged, as required by State law.  
 
In conclusion, please include Business Park as an allowable land use designation for distribution in the ordinance. We 
look forward to providing quality jobs to local residents and helping to foster economic growth in the City of Goleta. 
 
Thank you for your time and consideration, 
Michael Beaudry 
CEO 
HERBL Distribution Solutions 


















