
Agenda Item C.3
CPMS DISCUSSION/ACTION ITEM

Meeting Date:  July 17, 2018

TO: Mayor and Councilmembers

FROM: Peter Imhof, Planning and Environmental Review Director

SUBJECT: Goleta Valley Community Center Mural Project

RECOMMENDATION:

Approve a proposal by the Goleta Valley Community Center (GVCC) for a public mural 
on the western wall of the GVCC.

DISCUSSION:

As outlined in more detail in the attached proposal, the GVCC is proposing a large, nature-
themed public mural on the western wall of the GVCC and adjoining Alphie’s Restaurant in 
Old Town Goleta.  The mural project is intended to help beautify Old Town and to provide a 
positive team-building experience for local high school student artist volunteers, whom 
GVCC will recruit to complete the project.  The mural project would include a protective 
coating that would protect the finished mural from the elements and graffiti.  

Approximately half of the wall, where the mural is planned, is owned by Alphie’s 
Restaurant.  As included in the attachment, Alphie’s has given its written permission to 
GVCC to proceed with the project.  Because the GVCC mural project is proposed to be 
located in part on a City-owned property, approval by the City Council is also needed.   

The General Plan’s Visual and Historic Policies 3.1, 3.6, and 4.2 require that new 
development respect and enhance Goleta’s visual character and encourage the installation 
of public art, especially in public spaces and Old Town. 

Existing City zoning laws, including sign regulations, are silent regarding murals.1 In the 
past, the City has not required approval of murals and at most has sought non-binding 
review of mural proposals by the Design Review Board (DRB).  In 2014, for example, 
the City determined no formal review was required for the mural on nearby Santa Cruz 
Market in Old Town, since the mural did not function as a sign, did not result in physical 
changes to the building, and was consistent with the General Plan Visual and Historic 

                                           
1 The draft new Zoning Ordinance will address review requirements for murals and, as drafted, generally 
keeps murals exempt from review as long as they meet minimum requirements, e.g., that they do not 
function as a sign or advertising. 
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Policies.  In 2016, the DRB commented on the Cajun Kitchen mural proposal, but in the 
absence of any permit authority did not take any action.  

The Goleta Heritage District Architecture and Design Guidelines (GHDADG) similarly 
encourage public art as a way to build community and enhance Old Town. According to 
the GHDADG, art may be decorative, functional, educational and/or historical. The 
GHDADG also encourage art to be diverse in medium, style, and placement.

In City staff’s estimation, the proposed mural project on the GVCC and Alphie’s 
Restaurant is consistent with General Plan Visual and Historic Policies and the 
GHDADG.  It would liven up a large, blank wall and add visual interest in Old Town in a 
way that respects and enhances Goleta’s visual character.  The proposed nature theme 
would be decorative, but could also have an educational function, if it incorporates 
Goleta-specific natural elements, such as Monarch butterflies, coastal bluffs or Santa 
Ynez mountain vistas.

GOLETA STRATEGIC PLAN

This GVCC mural project is consistent with Goleta Strategic Plan goals, including
“Support programs that enhance quality of life in the Goleta community such as . . . 
cultural arts” and “Support the continued vigor and vitality in Old Town.”

FISCAL IMPACTS:

There is no fiscal impact associated with this action.  GVCC has separately applied for a 
grant of $5,000 from the FY 2018-19 Goleta City Grant Program to support the mural 
project, and was awarded $1,500 at the June 5, 2018 City Council meeting. 

ALTERNATIVES:

The City could decline to approve the proposed mural project, if the Council considers
the mural proposal inappropriate for Old Town or incompatible with the GVCC.  

Reviewed By: Legal Review By: Approved By:

___________________             ___________________          ___________________    
Carmen Nichols Michael Jenkins Michelle Greene
Deputy City Manager City Attorney            City Manager

ATTACHMENT:

1. Goleta Valley Community Center Mural Project Application, including Alphie’s 
Restaurant Letter of Agreement and Student Artist Application Announcement
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Attachment 1

Goleta Valley Community Center 

Mural Project Application
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