
 
Agenda Item B.2 

DISCUSSION/ACTION ITEM 
Meeting Date: October 16, 2018 

 
 
 
 
 
TO: Mayor and Councilmembers 
 
FROM: Vyto Adomaitis, Neighborhood Services & Public Safety Director 
 
CONTACT: JoAnne Plummer, Parks & Recreation Manager 
 
SUBJECT: Naming of the New Park in Old Town  
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
Approve the Standing Naming Committee’s recommendation of “Jonny D. Wallis 
Neighborhood Park” as the permanent name for the new park in Old Town. 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
On September 4, 2018, the City Council approved a naming contest encouraging the public 
to assist in naming the largest park built in the City’s history.  The contest opened on 
Wednesday, September 5, 2018 and closed on Thursday, September 20, 2018 with 341 
entries.  At that same meeting, the City Council approved a process that would allow the 
Parks & Recreation Commission (P & R Commission) the opportunity to review a short list 
(Attachment 1) provided by the Standing Naming Committee (Naming Committee) for the 
Naming Committee’s final recommendation to the City Council. The Naming Committee 
initially reviewed all 341 contest entries and confirmed compliance with the naming policy 
before providing the short list.   
 
At their regular meeting on October 3, 2018 the P & R Commission reviewed the list provided 
by the Naming Committee, received public comment, deliberated and provided a 
recommendation to the Naming Committee for its consideration as a final recommendation 
to the City Council. 
 
DISCUSSION: 
 
On September 24, 2018 the Naming Committee met to review the entries submitted for the 
Naming Contest and provided a list of six possible names to the P& R Commission for 
consideration for Hollister/Kellogg Park, listed below in alphabetical order.  
 

• Esperanza Park 
• Goodland Park 
• HéLó Village Park 
• Jonny D. Wallis Neighborhood Park 
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• Kids Dream Park 
• Qasil 

 
On Wednesday, October 3, 2018, the P & R Commission reviewed the list of names, received 
public input and provided a recommendation for consideration. The P & R Commissioners 
initially discussed four out of the six names.  There were three votes for Esperanza Park, two 
votes for Goodland Park, one vote for Jonny D. Wallis Neighborhood Park and one vote for 
Kids Dream Park.  All the P & R Commission members unanimously agreed that while there 
was not enough support to name the park Jonny D. Wallis Neighborhood Park, there was a 
strong desire to have some type of recognition for the efforts and contributions that Jonny 
Wallis made to the community, specifically in and for Old Town.  Suggested recognitions 
were the planting of a tree or the dedication of an amenity in the park.  The motion that 
passed with a unanimous vote was to recommend “Esperanza Park” to the Naming 
Committee, as the name for the park; and to support a form of recognition to Jonny Wallis at 
the Park. Commission members expressed a strong desire to connect the name of the park 
to the Spanish families in Old Town.  “Esperanza” means “Hope” in Spanish, thus the 
intention for Esperanza Park as the recommendation from the P & R Commission.  Residents 
of Old Town have been the primary participants in the design of this park and have been 
waiting over six years for a place to gather and play.   
 
On Monday, October 8, 2018 the Naming Committee met to provide a final recommendation 
to City Council.  The Naming Committee discussed the P & R Commission’s recommendation 
but had concerns that the recommended name, Esperanza, was not a name that was specific 
enough to Old Town and this park.  The Naming Committee received public comment in 
writing and in person (Attachment 2) with overwhelming support of, Jonny D. Wallis 
Neighborhood Park, which was one of the six names on the short list that had been provided 
to the Commission.  The Naming Committee discussed each of the six finalists, explored the 
idea of combining more than one name and expressed a strong desire to include the 
elements of the Spanish and Chumash cultures in some way in the park, if not in the name.  
Staff informed the Naming Committee that the plans for the park do include interpretive signs, 
which could contain information about both the Spanish and Chumash cultures.    
 
The final recommendation of the Naming Committee for the new park in Old Town is, Jonny 
D. Wallis Neighborhood Park.  The Naming Committee understood the substantial 
contributions that Jonny Wallis made to the City of Goleta and its residents, especially in Old 
Town, and agreed that she was part of Goleta’s history, identity and legacy and was 
deserving of this type of recognition.   
  
ALTERNATIVES: 
 
The Council may choose not to accept the recommendation from the Standing Naming 
Committee and instead consider the recommendation from the P & R Commission to 
approve “Esperanza Park”, or consider one of the other finalists, or may request 
consideration of another entry from the contest or provide staff alternate direction. 
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FISCAL IMPACTS: 

There is no fiscal impact associated with this item. 

Reviewed By: Legal Review By: Approved By: 

___________________         ___________________      ___________________   
Carmen Nichols Michael Jenkins Michelle Greene 
Deputy City Manager City Attorney         City Manager 

ATTACHMENTS: 

1. Naming Contest Finalists Summary and Entries
2. Written Public Comment Received by the Naming Committee
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Attachment 1 
Naming Contest Finalists Summary and Entries
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