
Agenda Item B.4
CPMS CONSENT CALENDAR

Meeting Date:  November 6, 2018
____________________________________________________________

TO: Mayor and Councilmembers

FROM: Charles W. Ebeling, Public Works Director

SUBJECT: Goleta Engineering Design Standards Adoption

RECOMMENDATION:

Adopt Resolution 18-__, entitled “A Resolution of the City Council of the City of Goleta, 
California, Adopting the Santa Barbara County Engineering Design Standards, as May 
Be Amended, for Use By the City in the Design And Review of Road and Bridge 
Construction Plans and Specifications Within The City of Goleta” (Attachment 1).

BACKGROUND:

The City of Goleta Public Works Department is charged with using sound civil engineering 
standards and practices in the design of public construction projects and monitoring their 
use in both public and private construction projects. The City uses a comprehensive set 
of engineering standards and design criteria to ensure the quality of public improvements 
constructed in the City of Goleta. All public improvements constructed within the City are 
required to comply with these City standards. 

Additionally, the City’s General Plan/Coastal Land Use Plan (GP/CLUP) Transportation 
Element Policy 6 – Overall Factors to Guide the Development of Street Standards (TE 
6.1) and Component Features Included in Street Standard (TE 6.2) – and Implementation 
Action (TE-IA-3) states the City’s responsibility and procedures for developing and 
implementing the City’s Engineering Design Standards (Design Standards) for street 
facilities. 

Upon incorporation and to the present, the City uses the County of Santa Barbara 
Engineering Design Standards, which the County adopted in 1987. Subsequently, the 
County adopted an updated version in 2011 (County Standards). The City recommends 
continuing to use these standards for design, development review, and engineering 
decision making as they are based on sound principals of engineering design. This item 
requests Council to formally adopt the County Standards.

Additionally, state, federal, and standards published by professional associations such as 
the American Society of Civil Engineers (ASCE), Institute of Transportation Engineers 
(ITE), the American Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials 
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(AASHTO), and National Association of City Transportation Officials (NACTO) are 
referenced. For example, A Policy on Geometric Design of Highways and Streets that is 
published by AASHTO is an engineering standard that is universally accepted in the 
United States as the foundation of roadway design.  NACTO publishes the Urban Street 
Design Guide that is a tool for designing streets in the 21st century providing the foremost 
design practices that may be used to make streets safer, more livable, and more 
economically vibrant. These sources are used as the authority for all Engineering Permits 
issued by the Public Works Department within the City. The engineering standards 
proposed for adoption herein are in many ways very broad in nature and allow for the 
improvements to reflect the values and aesthetics of communities such as the City of 
Goleta. The engineering standards will serve as the basis for, but are not a substitute for,
sound engineering design.

DISCUSSION:

The Public Works Design Standards are representative of the most current, state-of-the-
art sources for Civil Engineering standard details and specifications. Public Works has 
evaluated the existing standards and is recommending Council adopt an new version. 
The purpose of the City’s Design Standards is to provide engineers, developers, and 
contractors with the acceptable standard requirements for the design, methods of 
construction, types and uses of materials, and the preparation of plans for construction, 
repair or alteration of streets, roadways, concrete structures, and drainage facilities within 
the City of Goleta. This includes any portion of such improvement to be maintained or 
operated by the City in the future. More rigorous standards may be required depending 
on the nature of work performed and the proposed improvements. The policies in the
City’s Design Standards shall not relieve any person from the obligation to comply with 
the regulations or permits of any federal or state authority. Unless the law dictates that a 
particular standard must prevail, conflicts in standards and/or professional disagreements 
in design will be resolved by judgment of the City Engineer.

The proposed Design Standards will be supplemented by the most current edition of 
publications and manuals applicable – Section 1.1, Associated Regulations and 
Specifications (Attachment 1, Exhibit 2). Goleta’s Associated Regulations and 
Specifications replaces Section 1.1, Associated Regulations and Specifications, of the 
Santa Barbara County Engineering Design Standards (Attachment 1, Exhibit 1). The full 
set of Engineering Design Standards are available for review in the City Clerk’s office.

ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW (CEQA):

The City’s Public Works Design Standards are exempt from California Environmental 
Quality Act (CEQA) requirements per Section 15601(b)(3) Review for Exemption. Section 
15601(b) states “A project is exempt from CEQA if: (3) the activity is covered by the 
general rule that CEQA applies only to projects which have the potential for causing a 
significant effect on the environment. Where it can be seen with certainty that there is no 
possibility that the activity in question may have a significant effect on the environment, 
the activity is not subject to CEQA.”
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Consistent with this exemption, formally adopting the Design Standards that include
adopting the County’s engineering design standards with the additional state, federal, and 
professional organization standards and guidelines list (Associated Regulations and 
Specifications (Attachment 1, Exhibit 2) does not represent an activity that has a 
significant effect on the environment. The City will routinely update the design standards 
to meet the most current, state-of-the-art sources for Civil Engineering standard details 
and specifications, including environmental updates. The Design Standards allow for 
public activity and use as designed to maintain a safe traveling condition of the local 
streets and roads as they were constructed. Further, there are no unusual circumstances 
which would create a possibility that there would be a significant effect. Therefore, the 
Design Standards can be found to be categorically exempt from CEQA.  

FISCAL IMPACTS:

There are no direct financial implications related to the adoption of the proposed 
Engineering Standards.

ALTERNATIVES:

The Council may elect not to approve and adopt the resolution adopting the City of 
Goleta’s Engineering Design Standards. This could affect the City’s design immunity 
status for projects per the Government Code Section 830.6. 

Reviewed By: Legal Review By: Approved By:

___________________             ___________________          ___________________    
Carmen Nichols Michael Jenkins Michelle Greene
Deputy City Manager City Attorney            City Manager

ATTACHMENTS:

1. City Council Resolution 18-__: “A Resolution of the City Council of the City 
Of Goleta, California, Adopting the Santa Barbara County Engineering 
Design Standards, as May Be Amended, for Use By the City in the Design 
And Review of Road And Bridge Construction Plans And Specifications 
Within The City of Goleta.”

a. Exhibit 1 – City of Goleta Engineering Design Standards
b. Exhibit 2 – Associated Regulations and Specifications
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ATTACHMENT 1

Resolution No. 18-__, Entitled, “A Resolution of the City Council of the City 
Of Goleta, California, Adopting the Santa Barbara County Engineering 
Design Standards, as May Be Amended, for Use By the City in the Design 
And Review of Road And Bridge Construction Plans And Specifications 
Within The City of Goleta”
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Council Resolution 18-__City of Goleta Engineering Design Standards Resolution

RESOLUTION NO. 18-__

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
GOLETA, CALIFORNIA, ADOPTING THE SANTA BARBARA 
COUNTY ENGINEERING DESIGN STANDARDS, AS MAY BE 
AMENDED, FOR USE BY THE CITY IN THE DESIGN AND 
REVIEW OF ROAD AND BRIDGE CONSTRUCTION PLANS AND 
SPECIFICATIONS WITHIN THE CITY OF GOLETA

WHEREAS, the City of Goleta is the agency responsible for ensuring the 
use of sound Civil Engineering standards and practices on public and private 
roads, bridge construction projects and other development projects within the City; 
and

WHEREAS, the Goleta General Plan / Coastal Land Use Plan (General 
Plan) is a comprehensive, long-term plan that guides land use and physical 
development of the geographic area of the incorporated City limits; and

WHEREAS, the General Plan Policy, Overall Factors to Guide the 
Development of Street Standards (TE 6.1), states the guidelines a through e as 
listed in the General Plan shall be used to develop specific standards for streets 
and roadways within the city; and 

WHEREAS, the General Plan Policy, Component Features Included in 
Street Standard (TE 6.2), states The City Engineer will develop specific geometric 
and other design standards for street infrastructure that will safely accommodate 
facilities and services that include but are not limited to those listed in the General 
Plan; and 

WHEREAS, the General Plan Implementation Action 3 of the 
Transportation Element, Street Design Standards (TE-IA-3), states that the City 
will prepare a street design manual that sets forth standards for design of street 
facilities, including travel lanes, on-street parking, center medians, landscape 
strips, sidewalks, bikeways, bus turnouts, bus shelters, street trees, and other 
facilities located within street rights-of-way. The standards shall include 
dimensional requirements for the various facilities; and

WHEREAS, the County of Santa Barbara Public Works Department has 
developed and identified certain sources of Civil Engineering Design Standards 
and Specifications which represent the current state-of-the-art in such standards 
and specifications; and

WHEREAS, the City has adhered to the Santa Barbara County Engineering 
Design Standards originally adopted by the County in 1987 and reaffirmed in 
January 2011; and
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WHEREAS, adopting the County Engineering Design Standards assists in 
the prevention of conflict and/or confusion amongst the Professional Engineers 
involved in road, bridge construction projects and other development projects 
within the City; and

WHEREAS, adopting design standards provides the City and its employees 
greater protection against liability for injuries caused by the plan or design of 
construction and improvement projects pursuant to Government Code §830.6; and

WHEREAS, the Public Works Director/City Engineer is a Professional Civil 
Engineer, registered in the State of California, and is qualified to resolve conflicts 
or disputes in the interpretation and/or application of the adopted standards; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF GOLETA, AS FOLLOWS:

SECTION 1. Recitals. The City Council hereby finds and determines that 
the foregoing recitals, which are incorporated herein by reference, are true 
and correct.

SECTION 2. Findings. The City Council finds that the Engineering Design 
Standards, referred to as Exhibit 1, adequately addresses the required 
elements set forth in California Government Code §830.6 and the plan 
implements the City’s General Plan Transportation Element Implementation 
Action TE-IA-3.

SECTION 3. Actions. 
A. The City Council hereby adopts and implements the City of Goleta 

Engineering Design Standards based on the County of Santa 
Barbara Engineering Design Standards, developed and published by 
the Santa Barbara County Public Works Department and dated 
January 2011, as may be amended (Exhibit 1); 

B. The City Council authorizes the City Engineer to approve all designs 
and design changes; 

C. The City Council authorizes the City Engineer to supplement the 
above referenced design standards by the development and 
publication of STANDARD DETAILS by the Public Works 
Department as deemed necessary and appropriate;

D. The City hereby adopts as supplemental available sources all current 
state and federal civil engineering design standards and 
specifications (Exhibit 2); and

E. The City Council authorizes the City Engineer to evaluate and 
resolve any dispute or conflict regarding the official Engineering 
Design Standards. The decision of the City Engineer as to the 
applicable standard shall be controlling and final.
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Council Resolution 18-__City of Goleta Engineering Design Standards Resolution

SECTION 4. This Resolution will remain effective until superseded by a 
subsequent resolution.

SECTION 5. Certification. The City Clerk shall certify to the passage and 
adoption of this resolution and enter it into the book of original resolutions.

PASSED, APPROVED AND ADOPTED this 6th day of November, 2018.

__________________________
PAULA PEROTTE
MAYOR

ATTEST: APPROVED AS TO FORM:

_________________________ __________________________
DEBORAH S. LOPEZ MICHAEL JENKINS
CITY CLERK            CITY ATTORNEY
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Council Resolution 18-__City of Goleta Engineering Design Standards Resolution

STATE OF CALIFORNIA )
COUNTY OF SANTA BARBARA ) ss.
CITY OF GOLETA )

I, DEBORAH S. LOPEZ, City Clerk of the City of Goleta, California, DO 
HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing Resolution No. 18-__ was duly adopted by 
the City Council of the City of Goleta at a regular meeting held on the 6th day of 
November, 2018, by the following vote of the Council:

AYES:

NOES:

ABSENT:

(SEAL)

_________________________
DEBORAH S. LOPEZ
CITY CLERK
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EXHIBIT 1

City of Goleta Engineering Design Standards
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EXHIBIT 2

City of Goleta Associated Regulations and Specifications
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Section 1 – Page 1a 

1.1 Associated Regulations and Specifications 

City of Goleta 
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS 

All improvement plans submitted to the City for review and approval shall be consistent 
with these Standards and current or amended City standards and ordinances. These 
include, but are not limited to: 

A. City of Goleta Municipal Code 

B. City of Goleta Circulation Element 

C. City of Goleta Storm Water Management Plan 

D. City of Goleta Land Use and Development Policies and Ordinances 

E. City of Goleta Bicycle and Pedestrian Master Plan 

F. City of Goleta Capital Improvement Program 

G. California Water Resources Control Board – General Construction Permit 

H. California Water Resources Control Board – Trash Provision 

I. Central Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board – Post-construction 
Stormwater Management Requirements 

 
The most current edition of publications and manuals shall be applicable unless 
specifically cited in these Standards, by the City Engineer or when required by State or 
Federal funding authorities. These include, but are not limited to: 

1. County of Santa Barbara – Department of Public Works Engineering Design 
Standards 

2. County of Santa Barbara – Department of Public Works Standard Details 
3. California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) – Standard Specifications and 

Special Provisions 

4. Caltrans – Standard Plans 

5. Caltrans – Local Assistance Procedures Manual 

6. Caltrans – Local Assistance Program Guidelines 

7. Caltrans – Local Programs Procedures 

8. Caltrans – Quality Assurance Program Manual for Use by Local Agencies 

9. Caltrans – Highway Design Manual 

10. Caltrans – Construction Manual 

11. Caltrans – Traffic Manual (Chapter 7 & 9) 

12. Caltrans – Bridge Design Specifications 

13. Caltrans – Main Street, California Guide 

14. Caltrans – Complete Streets 

15. Caltrans – Local Roadway Safety, A Manual for California’s Local Road Owners 

16. Caltrans – Plans Preparation Manual 

17. Caltrans – Project Development Procedures Manual (PDPM)  
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Section 1 – Page 2a 

18. American Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials (AASHTO) – 
A Policy on Geometric Design of Highways and Streets 

19. AASHTO – Guidelines for Geometric Design of Very Low-Volume Local Roads 
(ADT less than or equal to 400) 

20. AASHTO – Roadside Design Guide 

21. AASHTO – Guide for the Development of Bicycle Facilities 

22. U.S. Department of Transportation, Federal Highway Administration as amended 
by the California Department of Transportation – Manual on Uniform Traffic 
Control Devices (CA-MUTCD) 

23. U.S. Department of Justice, Americans with Disabilities Act – ADA Standards for 
Accessible Design 

24. National Research Council, Transportation Research Board (TRB) – Highway 
Capacity Manual 

25. Institute of Transportation Engineers (ITE) – Land Use and Development Manual 

26. ITE – Transportation Planning Handbook 

27. ITE – Manual of Transportation Engineering Studies 

28. ITE – Traffic Engineering Handbook 

29. ITE – Trip Generation 

30. American Public Works Association (APWA) – Standard Plans for Public Works 
Construction 

31. APWA – Standard Specifications for Public Works Construction 

32. American National Standards Institute/Illuminating Engineering Society of North 
America – RP-8-00 American National Standard Practice for Roadway Lighting 

33. Urban Land Institute (ULI) – Shared Parking 

34. ULI – Parking Generation 

35. ULI – Dimensions of Parking 
36. National Association of City Transportation Officials (NACTO) – Urban Street 

Design Guide 

37. National Association of City Transportation Officials (NACTO) – Global Street 
Design Guide 

38. National Association of City Transportation Officials (NACTO) – Urban Bikeway 
Design Guide 

39. National Association of City Transportation Officials (NACTO) – Transit Street 
Design Guide 

40. National Association of City Transportation Officials (NACTO) – Blueprint for 
Autonomous Urbanism 

41. National Association of City Transportation Officials (NACTO) – Urban Street 
Stormwater Guide 

42. National Association of City Transportation Officials (NACTO) – BikeShare, 
Station Siting Guide 

43. Smart Growth America – Introduction to Complete Streets 

44. Smart Growth America – the Best Complete Streets Policies 

45. Smart Growth America – Elements of a Complete Streets Policy guide 
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