
Agenda Item B.6 
 CONSENT CALENDAR 

Meeting Date: July 16, 2019 
____________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
TO: Mayor and Councilmembers 
 
FROM: Charles W. Ebeling, Director of Public Works 
 
CONTACT: Paul Medel, Public Works Manager 
 
SUBJECT: Award of Master Service Agreement (MSA) to Rincon Consultants, Inc. for 

Open Space Management Services 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
A. Authorize the City Manager to execute a Professional Design Services Agreement 

with Rincon Consultants, Inc. (Rincon), for Open Space Management Services in a 
total amount not to exceed $180,000 and with a termination date of December 31, 
2019, subject to the requirements of the contract documents (Attachment 1); 

 
B. Approve a budget appropriation of $180,000 from Fund 101 (General Fund 

Unassigned Fund Balance) to the Parks and Open Space Division 5400 account 101-
5-5400-500. 

 
BACKGROUND: 
 
The City of Goleta’s Open Spaces are a vibrant mix of tree species and open areas that 
create a healthy ecosystem that is valued and cared for by the City.  They serve as an 
essential environmental community benefit and the City is proud to oversee nearly 500 
acres of land areas for public parks, recreation and open land uses and private 
recreational lands. With its significant environmental values or resources, wildlife habitats, 
views and other open space values, open space lands are intended to be maintained in 
their natural condition to protect and conserve sensitive habitat and wildlife. The City of 
Goleta is proud to provide these types of beautiful areas for its community.  
 
The City has completed a number of open space related plans that can guide open space 
maintenance activities. These plans include: 

• Ellwood Mesa Monarch Butterfly Habitat Management Plan 
• Ellwood – Devereux Coast Open Space and Habitat Management Plan 
• Ellwood Mesa / Sperling Preserve Open Space 2018 Implementation Plan 
• Community Wildfire Protection Plan 
• Lake Los Carneros Management Plan 
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The City’s Open Space falls into three distinct categories: 1) Large Open Spaces; 2) 
Pocket Open Spaces; and, 3) Open Spaces within developed Parks. The large open 
spaces include: 

• Ellwood Mesa Open Space 
• Lake Los Carneros 

 
The Pocket Open Spaces developed include: 

• San Miguel Open Space  
• Winchester I Open Space  
• Willow Springs Open Space  
• Brandon at Calle Real Open Space  
• La Goleta Open Space  
• Oro Verde Open Space  
• Andamar Open Space  
• Evergreen Open Space  
• Stow Open Space  
• Brandon (North of Cathedral Oaks Behind Apartments) 

 
Open Spaces within developed Parks include: 

• Andamar Park  
• Armstrong Park  
• Bella Vista Parks I  
• Bella Vista Parks II  
• Nectarine Park  
• San Miguel Park  
• Stow Grove Park  
• Mathilda Park  
• Winchester Park I  
• Winchester Park II  
• Armitos Park  
• Evergreen Park  
• Santa Barbara Shores Park  
• Lake Los Carneros  
• Emerald Terrace Tennis Courts  
• Stow Tennis Courts Stow Museum Park  

 
On March 11, 2016, the Public Works Department solicited Statements of Qualifications 
(SOQ) with a Request for Qualifications (RFQ) for On-Call Professional Engineering and 
Environmental Services for the following service categories: 

• Project Management 
• Engineering 
• Geotechnical Engineering 
• Traffic Engineering 
• Surveying 
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• Landscape Design 
• Environmental Planning 
• Development Review 
• Construction Management, Inspection and Testing (CMIT) 

 
SOQs were received on April 27, 2016. Through this RFQ process the Public Works 
Department established a list of the most qualified consultants for each of the services 
categories listed above. Through this process, Rincon Consulting was selected under the 
Environmental Planning category.  
 
DISCUSSION: 
 
City staff and the Council continue to work with the public on open space issues. However, 
due to the amount and complexity of open space areas, the extent of planning required 
to establish workplans, protocols and procedures to successfully manage the City’s Open 
Space is extensive and beyond the scope of available in-house City Public Works staff.  
 
As part of this effort, staff proposes to engage Rincon to serve as a contract Open Space 
Manager through December 31, 2019. In addition, as required Rincon will be authorized 
to deliver specific tasks approved through individual task orders, that will be issued under 
a Master Services Agreement (MSA).  
 
Examples of Task Orders that would be performed under the MSA, if requested by the 
City, include: 

a. Development of Tree and Open Space Management Program. 
b. Development of Tree and Open Space Five Year Maintenance Plan. 
c. Development of Tree and Open Space Annual Maintenance Project. 
d. Baseline mapping of City open space areas, including acquisition and assimilation 

of available GIS data. 
e. Biological studies, including habitat assessments, butterfly surveys, nesting bird 

surveys, stream/wetland delineations, and others. 
f. Oversight of arborist services. Arborist services may include tree mapping, health 

assessments, and recommendations for care. 
g. Cultural resources evaluations and surveys, including architectural history. 
h. Interaction with the public, City staff, and decision-makers regarding open space 

issues. 
i. Development of operating procedures, including triggers for environmental 

protections or public outreach, to ensure responsible conduct and build trust in the 
Public Works Department. 

j. Tail Maintenance Plans. 
k. Development of management plans for specific resources or areas. 
l. Direction and monitoring of personnel performing operational or maintenance 

actions. 
m. Support in obtaining permits or grants for Public Works projects in Open Space 

areas. 
n. CEQA compliance, including exemptions and environmental documents. 
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o. Execution of actions identified in the Ellwood Mesa Monarch Butterfly Habitat 
Management Plan. 

 
The services that will be provided under this agreement will be performed under the 
direction of Mr. Christopher Julian, Principal at Rincon, out of Rincon’s Santa Barbara 
office. Rincon will use the full breadth of its staff to complete the requested services, and 
will use personnel who are familiar with the City’s properties when feasible to maintain 
efficiency. 
 
Public Works staff recommends that the City Council authorize the City Manager to 
execute a Professional Design Services Agreement with Rincon Consultants, Inc. for 
open space management services in an amount not to exceed $180,000, with a 
termination date of December 31, 2019. 
 
FISCAL IMPACTS: 
 
There are insufficient funds in the Parks and Open Space Division under Public Works 
Department to cover this agreement of the total not to exceed amount of $180,000. Staff 
is recommending an appropriation of $180,000 to support this agreement from General 
Fund Unassigned Fund Balance. Approximately $3 million is available in unassigned fund 
balance.   
 

Open Space Management Services, FY 19/20 
Account Fund 

Type 
Current 
Budget 

YTD &  
Encumbrances 
 

Requested 
Appropriations 

Available 
Budget 

101-5-5400-500 General 
Fund 

$13,200 $0 $180,000 $193,200 

 
Additionally, the City has been successful in obtaining a $3.9 million Coastal Conservancy 
grant.  The grant funding will be used for offsetting the cost of management, maintenance 
and project costs associated with the Ellwood Mesa Butterfly Habitat areas.   Therefore, 
a portion of the cost of the Rincon work associated with the Ellwood Mesa Butterfly Habitat 
area will offset by the grant. Recommended appropriations for this grant will be brought 
to Council at a future meeting. 
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ALTERNATIVES: 
 
The Council may elect not to proceed with the recommended Professional Design 
Services Agreement, in which case, Rincon Consultants, Inc. would not be available to 
assist the City with open space management services. 
 
 
Legal Review By:  Approved By: 
 
 
 
___________________               ___________________     
Michael Jenkins    Michelle Greene 
City Attorney               City Manager 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
 
 
1. Professional Design Services Agreement with Rincon Consultants, Inc. 
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ATTACHMENT 1

Professional Design Services Agreement with Rincon Consultants, Inc.
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City of Goleta 
Public Works and Rincon Consultants, Inc. 

Page 1 of 15 
 

Project Name: Parks and Open Space Management Plan 

AGREEMENT FOR PROFESSIONAL DESIGN SERVICES 
BETWEEN THE CITY OF GOLETA 

AND 
RINCON CONSULTANTS, INC. 

 

This AGREEMENT FOR PROFESSIONAL DESIGN SERVICES (herein referred 
to as “AGREEMENT”) is made and entered into this 16th day of July 2019, by and 
between the CITY OF GOLETA, a municipal corporation (herein referred to as "CITY"), 
and RINCON CONSULTANTS, INC., a California Corporation (herein referred to as 
"CONSULTANT"). 

WHEREAS, the CITY has a need for professional open space management 
services for the Parks and Open Space Management Plan; and 

 WHEREAS, the CITY does not have the personnel able and/or available to 
perform the services required under this AGREEMENT, and therefore, the CITY desires 
to contract for professional services to accomplish this work; and  

WHEREAS, the CITY procured these services in compliance with Goleta 
Municipal Code Section 3.05.240. CONSULTANT was approved by Council on 
December 20, 2016 and placed on a short list of pre-approved Consultants for 
Environmental Planning services after a review of a Request for Qualification based 
selections; and 

WHEREAS, the City Council, on this 16th day of July 2019, approved this 
AGREEMENT and authorized the City Manager to execute the AGREEMENT.  

CITY and CONSULTANT agree as follows: 

1. RETENTION AS CONSULTANT 

CITY hereby retains CONSULTANT, and CONSULTANT hereby accepts such 
engagement, to perform the services described in Section 2.  CONSULTANT warrants it 
has the qualifications, experience, and facilities to properly and timely perform said 
services. 

2. DESCRIPTION OF SERVICES 

The services to be performed by CONSULTANT are as follows: 

Professional Parks and Open Space Management Plan Services in 
conjunction with the Parks and Open Space Management Plan shall 
generally include topics related to inventory, classification, maintenance, 
management and restoration of City open spaces as more particularly set 
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