
Agenda Item B.1
PUBLIC HEARING

Meeting Date:  August 12, 2019

TO: Planning Commission Chair and Members

FROM: Charles W. Ebeling, P.E., T.E., Director of Public Works

CONTACT: Laura M. Bridley, Contract Planner
Marti Milan, P.E., Principal Civil Engineer 

SUBJECT: General Plan Conformity Determination for Cathedral Oaks right-of-way 
acquisition from Caltrans; Portion of right-of-way adjacent to APN 079-090-
038 (eastern portion); Case No. 19-066-GC

RECOMMENDATION

It is recommended that the Planning Commission:

1. Adopt Resolution 19-___, entitled “A Resolution of the Planning Commission of the
City of Goleta, California, Reporting that the Acquisition of a 5,043 square foot
portion of Caltrans right-of-way adjacent to Assessor Parcel Number 079-090-038
is in Conformance with the Goleta General Plan/Coastal Land Use Plan Pursuant to
Section 65402 of the Government Code” (Attachment 1).

2. Direct staff to file a Notice of Exemption that this action is not subject to the California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), provided as Attachment 2.

BACKGROUND

Section 65402 of the California Government Code requires Planning Commission review 
prior to any acquisition, disposition, vacation, or abandonment of any real property by the 
City. The Planning Commission is required to determine and report to the City Council as 
to whether the location, purpose, and extent of such proposed real property transaction 
is in conformance with the General Plan/Coastal Land Use Plan (General Plan). 

The Cathedral Oaks Interchange project was a joint project between Caltrans and the 
City of Goleta, following work started by Santa Barbara County prior to Goleta’s 
incorporation.  On September 10, 2007, the City Planning Commission adopted 
Resolution 07-03, 07-04 and 07-05, finding consistency of the project with the General 
Plan/Local Coastal Plan, approving a Mitigated Negative Declaration and a Development 
Plan for the interchange project. Caltrans and the City applied jointly to the Coastal 
Commission and secured a Coastal Development Permit (04-07-116) in 2009 (see 
Attachment 3).  
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The funding, design, construction and completion details were further outlined in a 
Cooperative Agreement with Caltrans that outlines the City’s acceptance of this right-of-
way area (see Attachment 4, Caltrans District Agreement #05-CA-0178). In order to 
complete the realignment of Cathedral Oaks at Calle Real, Caltrans secured a portion of 
the adjoining APN 079-090-038 (formerly APN 079-090-020) as a separate parcel for 
public right-of-way (ROW), contiguous to the City’s existing ROW on Cathedral Oaks 
Road and Calle Real. After completion of the project, Caltrans determined that this area 
was a collateral facility and that it was no longer necessary as part of the completed 
interchange.  Since that time, Caltrans and the City have worked together to transfer this 
separate parcel of public ROW to the City. This General Plan/Coastal Land Use Plan
consistency determination is one of the final steps required for this transfer to be 
completed. 

Acquisition of this ROW from Caltrans also allows the City to maintain this section of 
Cathedral Oaks Road, including the Class I bicycle path on the western side of Cathedral 
Oaks, consistent with sound engineering and public facility management practices. The 
approximate location of the area to be transferred to the City is outlined in yellow in Figure 
1 below.  This area was calculated by Caltrans to be 5,043.21 square feet, and is shown 
on the Appraisal Map provided in Exhibit 1 to Attachment 1.

Figure 1
Vicinity Map

Caltrans Right of Way 
Area to be Accepted
– (See Attachment

1, Exhibit 1)
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DISCUSSION

Under Section 65402 of the Government Code, the Planning Commission is required to 
review the location, purpose, and extent of all real property acquisitions and report on
their conformance to the General Plan. The purpose of the Planning Commission review 
is to acknowledge the objectives and policy standards established in the General Plan.  

As noted above, the City made a General Plan Consistency determination of the 
Cathedral Oaks Interchange project in 2007 but this small area had not been included in 
the project plans developed at that time.  While this area is located adjacent to but outside 
the City limits, that does not change the need to determine its acquisition consistent with 
the City of Goleta General Plan/Coastal Land Use Plan per GC Section 65402 because 
the City is the agency acquiring it and must make this determination.

The Transportation and Circulation Element (Chapter 3) of the City’s General 
Plan/Coastal Land Use Plan sets forth goals and policies regarding the completion of 
multiple capital improvement projects, as shown on Figure 7-3, Transportation 
Improvement Plan map.  The Cathedral Oaks overcrossing was one of the first capital 
projects completed by the City, and transfer of this public ROW area from Caltrans to the 
City is one of the final steps related to that project.  

Additionally, acceptance of this right-of-way from Caltrans is consistent with the following 
City of Goleta General Plan/Local Coastal Land Use Plan policies: 

 Figure 7-3 and policies TE 3.3.c, 3.4 and 3.5 (Location and Design Standards and
function of Minor Arterials and Major Collector streets):  Acquisition of the ROW
area from Caltrans is consistent with the definition and function of Minor Arterial
designation of Cathedral Oaks Road and the Major Collector designation of Calle
Real.

 TE 3.9 (Right-of-Way Dedications and Improvements): Acquisition of the ROW
area has been determined appropriate by the City, consistent with this policy’s
statement that existing and future rights–of-way may vary along different
segments within the same designation and appropriate ROW dedications shall be
established by the City Engineer.

 Figure 7-6 and TE 11.1, 11.2, 11.3 and 11.5 (Bikeway Plan Map, Bikeway
Transportation Plan, Design Guidelines and Bicyclist Safety): Acquisition of this
ROW area from Caltrans will allow Goleta to maintain the Class I bicycle path
along the west side of Cathedral Oaks Road and the existing Class II bicycle path
along Calle Real.

Location

The acceptance of this ROW area from Caltrans aligns with City ROW already used for 
Cathedral Oaks Road and Calle Real.  Although this area is currently within the County 
of Santa Barbara, that does not affect the City’s ability to accept this land from Caltrans. 
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The City and County jurisdictional lines will remain the same upon the City’s acceptance 
of this ROW area.  

Purpose

As mentioned above, acceptance of this small land area by the City allows the City to 
maintain the adjoining Cathedral Oaks Road ROW, its bike lane, curb, gutter and travel
lanes in an optimal manner.  Ownership of this parcel adjacent to City right-of-way is 
appropriate. 

ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW 

Pursuant to California Environmental Quality Act (Public Resources Code Sections 21000 
et seq., “CEQA”) and the regulations promulgated thereunder (14 California Code of 
Regulations Sections 15000 et seq., the “CEQA Guidelines”), the proposed General Plan 
conformity determination does not constitute a “project” for the purposes of CEQA 
because the determination will not result in direct or indirect physical changes in the 
environment and there is no possibility it will have a significant effect on the environment 
(CEQA Guidelines Section 15061(b)(3) and Section 15378(b)(5).). The proposed 
determination simply fulfills the City’s obligation under Government Code Section 65402 
to find land acquisitions in conformance with the General Plan. Any subsequent 
improvement to the property will be separately examined in accordance with CEQA.

SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION

The acceptance of the 5,043-square foot parcel for right-of-way purposes adjacent to
Cathedral Oaks Road at Calle Real for the continued purpose of public access is 
consistent with the City General Plan/Coastal Land Use Plan.  Therefore, after review of 
the proposed acquisition of this public ROW from Caltrans, staff recommends that the 
Planning Commission adopt the attached Resolution memorializing the Planning 
Commission’s report to the City Council that the proposed acquisition conforms with the 
General Plan.

Legal Review By: Approved By:

_________________ _____________________  ____________________
Winnie Cai Peter Imhof, Director Charles W. Ebeling, P.E., T.E.,
Assistant City Attorney    Planning and Environmental Director of Public Works

   Services, Planning Commission
   Secretary 
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ATTACHMENTS:

1. A Resolution of the Planning Commission of the City of Goleta, California,
Reporting that the Acquisition of a 5,043-square foot portion of Caltrans right-of-
way adjacent to Assessor Parcel Number 079-090-038 is in Conformance with the
Goleta General Plan/Coastal Land Use Plan Pursuant to Section 65402 of the
Government Code

Exhibit 1: Right-of-Way Director’s Quitclaim Deed Map, DK 1-6-1-01-01, 8-15-
2017showing parcel adjacent to APN 079-090-038, Cathedral Oaks Road and 
Calle Real

2. CEQA Notice of Exemption

3. Coastal Development Permit 04-07-116, approved by California Coastal
Commission in 2009

4. Cooperative Agreement Goleta and Caltrans District 5 (#05-CA-0178)
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ATTACHMENT 1

A RESOLUTION OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF 
GOLETA, CALIFORNIA, REPORTING THAT THE ACQUISITION OF A 
5,043-SQUARE FOOT PORTION OF CALTRANS RIGHT-OF-WAY 
ADJACENT TO ASSESSOR PARCEL NUMBER 079-090-038 IS IN 
CONFORMANCE WITH THE GOLETA GENERAL PLAN/COASTAL 
LAND USE PLAN PURSUANT TO SECTION 65402 OF THE 
GOVERNMENT CODE
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RESOLUTION NO. 19-___

A RESOLUTION OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF 
GOLETA, CALIFORNIA, REPORTING THAT ACQUISITION OF A 5,043-
SQUARE FOOT PORTION OF CALTRANS RIGHT-OF-WAY ADJACENT 
TO ASSESSOR PARCEL NUMBER 079-090-038 IS IN CONFORMANCE 
WITH THE GOLETA GENERAL PLAN / COASTAL LAND USE PLAN 
PURSUANT TO SECTION 65402 OF THE GOVERNMENT CODE

WHEREAS the Goleta General Plan / Coastal Land Use Plan (General Plan) is a 
comprehensive, long-term plan that guides land use and physical development of the 
geographic area of the incorporated City of Goleta (City) limits; and

WHEREAS the General Plan provides policy direction regarding land uses that are 
intended to serve the community based on the buildout of the community as anticipated 
by the General Plan through the year 2030; and

WHEREAS the City has the ability to acquire, dispose of, vacate or abandon real 
property in conformance with its General Plan; and

WHEREAS Government Code Section 65402(a) requires that no real property shall 
be acquired by dedication or otherwise for street, square, park or other public purposes, 
and no real property shall be disposed of, no street shall be vacated or abandoned, and 
no public building or structure shall be constructed or authorized, until the location, 
purposes and extent of such acquisition or disposition, such street vacation or 
abandonment, or such public building or structure have been submitted to and reported 
upon by the Planning Commission as to the conformity with the General Plan; and

WHEREAS on September 10, 2007, the City Planning Commission approved the 
Cathedral Oaks Interchange Project, including approval of a Mitigated Negative 
Declaration, Development Plan (City Case 05-037-DP) and made findings of General 
Plan Consistency for the extent of the Project at that time; and 

WHEREAS the California Coastal Commission approved the Cathedral Oaks 
Interchange Project upon a joint application by the City of Goleta and Caltrans, through 
Coastal Development Permit number 04-07-116, allowing the City and Caltrans to 
proceed with construction of the Project that was completed in 2011; and

WHEREAS City and Caltrans have worked to complete all post-construction steps, 
including transfer of remnant right-of-way areas secured by Caltrans but no longer 
needed by that agency for public road purposes under its purview and the current Project 
to transfer 5043.21 square feet of Caltrans right-of-way adjacent to APN 079-090-038 is 
a final step in that process; and

9



WHEREAS the City reviewed the Project’s environmental impacts under the 
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) (Pub. Resources Code §§21000 et seq., 
“CEQA”), the regulations promulgated thereunder (14 CCR §§15000 et seq., the “CEQA 
Guidelines”), and the City’s Environmental Guidelines; and

WHEREAS the City determined that the Project is exempt from environmental 
review pursuant to Sections 15061(b)(3) (Common Sense Exemption) and Section 
15378(b)(5) (Project) of the CEQA Guidelines; and

WHEREAS a conveyance to or from a government entity is exempt from the parcel 
map requirement of the Subdivision Map Act (Gov. Code § 66482(a)(2)) and Municipal 
Code (GMC § 16.01.040(H)); and

WHEREAS, on August 12, 2019, the Planning Commission conducted a duly 
noticed public hearing on the location, purpose, and extent of the acquisition of the 
5043.21 square foot portion of Caltrans right-of-way adjacent to Assessor Parcel Number 
(APN) 079-090-038 (7985 Winchester Canyon Road, Goleta CA) at which time all 
interested persons were given an opportunity to be heard; and

WHEREAS the extent of the acquisition is the approximately 5043.21 square foot 
portion of Caltrans right-of-way adjacent to Assessor Parcel Number (APN) 079-090-038, 
as shown on the Caltrans Director’s Quitclaim Deed map, DK 10601-01-01, dated August 
15, 2017, and as shown in Exhibit 1 of this resolution, and incorporated by reference; and 

WHEREAS APN 079-090-020 is located on the northwest corner of the intersection 
of Cathedral Oaks Road and Calle Real and the portion of Caltrans ROW adjacent to this 
parcel and to be transferred immediately abuts City of Goleta ROW; and

WHEREAS the General Plan/Coastal Land Use Plan includes completion of the 
Cathedral Oaks Interchange Project on Figure 7-3, Transportation Improvement Plan 
map, and the current transfer of ROW is a final step for that Project; and

WHEREAS the Planning Commission has considered the entire administrative 
record, including the staff report and oral and written testimony from interested persons.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Planning Commission of the City 
of Goleta as follows:

SECTION 1. Recitals

The Planning Commission hereby finds and determines that the foregoing recitals, which 
are incorporated herein by reference, are true and correct.
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SECTION 2. Reporting of Conformity and Report to the City Council

Pursuant to Section 65402 of the Government Code, the Planning Commission has 
evaluated the location, purpose, and extent of the acquisition of right-of-way area 
adjacent to APN 079-090-038 and finds that the location, purpose and extent of the 
acquisition conforms to the General Plan, which supports the acquisition and use of this 
property for a City-owned City Hall. The Planning Commission hereby directs staff to 
report this finding to the City Council.

SECTION 3. Documents

The General Plan and other relevant materials are in the custody of the City Clerk, City 
of Goleta, 130 Cremona Drive, Suite B, Goleta, California, 93117.

SECTION 4. Certification

The City Clerk shall certify to the passage and adoption of this Resolution and enter it into 
the book of original resolutions.

PASSED, APPROVED AND ADOPTED this _____ day of August 2019.

__________________________
JENNIFER SMITH, CHAIR

ATTEST: APPROVED AS TO FORM:

__________________________ __________________________
DEBORAH LOPEZ WINNIE CAI
CITY CLERK ASSISTANT CITY ATTORNEY
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STATE OF CALIFORNIA )
COUNTY OF SANTA BARBARA ) ss.
CITY OF GOLETA )

I, DEBORAH LOPEZ, City Clerk of the City of Goleta, California, DO HEREBY 
CERTIFY that the foregoing Planning Commission Resolution No. 19-__ was duly 
adopted by the Planning Commission of the City of Goleta at a regular meeting held on 
the _____ day of August, 2019, by the following vote of the Commission members:

AYES:

NOES:

ABSENT:

(SEAL)

__________________________
DEBORAH LOPEZ
CITY CLERK
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ATTACHMENT 1, EXHIBIT 1

Caltrans Director’s Quitclaim Deed map, DK 10601-01-01, dated 
August 15, 2017
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DK 10601-01-01

STATE OF CALIFORNIA
CALIFORNIA STATE TRANSPORTATION AGENCY

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
RIGHT OF WAY

DIRECTOR'S QUITCLAIM DEED
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ATTACHMENT 2

Notice of Exemption for Cathedral Oaks 65402
Planning Commission consideration August 12, 2019
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NOTICE OF EXEMPTION (NOE) 

1

To: Office of Planning and Research From: City of Goleta
P.O. Box 3044, 1400 Tenth St. Rm. 212 130 Cremona Drive, Suite B
Sacramento, CA  95812-3044 Goleta, CA  93117

Clerk of the Board of Supervisors
County of Santa Barbara
105 E. Anapamu Street, Room 407
Santa Barbara, CA  93101

Subject:  Filing of Notice of Exemption  

Project Title:
Government Code Section 65402 determination regarding the City of Goleta’s 
acquisition of right-of-way from Caltrans, west of Cathedral Oaks Road and north of 
Calle Real, to be used for City of Goleta right-of-way purposes.  Case No. 19-066-GC. 

Project Applicant: 
City of Goleta Public Works Department

Project Location (Address and APN):
Public right-of-way adjacent to APN 079-090-038, along the west side of Cathedral Oaks 
Road, north of Calle Real, Goleta Ca, 93117, County of Santa Barbara. 

Description of Nature, Purpose and Beneficiaries of Project:  
General Plan Conformity Determination in accordance with Government Code Section 
65402 associated with the City’s acquisition of right-of-way from Caltrans. Once 
accepted, the City will Goleta will continue to use, maintain and improve said right-of-
way consistent with its Capital Improvement Program and normal maintenance 
procedures.  

Name of Public Agency Approving the Project: 
Planning Commission of the City of Goleta

Name of Person or Agency Carrying Out the Project: 
City of Goleta

Exempt Status: (check one) 
 Ministerial (Sec. 15268)
 Declared Emergency (Sec. 15269 (a))
 Emergency Project (Sec. 15269 (b) (c)) 
 Categorical Exemption: (Insert Type(s) and Section Number(s))  
 Other Statutory Exemption: (15061(b)(3) and Section 15378(b)(5))

Reason(s) why the project is exempt: 
Pursuant to the provisions of the California Environmental Quality Act (Public Resources 
Code Sections 21000 et seq., “CEQA”) and the regulations promulgated thereunder (14 
California Code of Regulations Sections 15000 et seq.), Section 15061(b)(3) and 
Section 15378(b)(5), the proposed acquisition does not qualify as a “project” for the 
purposes of CEQA because the acquisition will not result in direct or indirect physical 
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NOTICE OF EXEMPTION (NOE) 

2

changes in the environment and there is no possibility the acquisition will have a 
significant effect on the environment. 

City of Goleta Contact Person, Telephone Number, and Email: 
Laura Bridley, Contract Planner; 805-896-2153; lbridley@cityofgoleta.org
Marti Milan, Principal Civil Engineer; 805 961-7562; mmilan@cityofgoleta.org

Signature Title Date

If filed by the applicant: 
1. Attach certified document of exemption finding
2. Has a Notice of Exemption been filed by the public agency approving the 

project? 
Yes No

Date received for filing at OPR: _____________________________________________

Note: Authority cited: Section 21083 and 211110, Public Resources Code
Reference: Sections 21108, 21152.1, Public Resources Code 
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ATTACHMENT 3

Coastal Development Permit 4-07-116
Approving Cathedral Oaks Overcrossing, signed March 2009
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ATTACHMENT 4

Cooperative Agreement, Goleta and Caltrans District 5
#05-CA-0178
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