
Agenda Item A.3
CPMS CONSENT CALENDAR

Meeting Date: October 1, 2019
____________________________________________________________

TO: Mayor and Councilmembers

FROM: Charles W. Ebeling, Public Works Director 

SUBJECT: Budget Appropriation of $3.9 million for the Coastal Conservancy Grant for 
Enhancement of Monarch Butterfly and Other Wildlife Habitat at the Ellwood 
Mesa/Sperling Preserve Open Space

RECOMMENDATION:

Approve a budget appropriation and grant revenue adjustment of approximately $3.9 
million for the Grant Agreement with the Coastal Conservancy for enhancement of 
monarch butterfly and other wildlife habitat at the Ellwood Mesa/Sperling Preserve Open 
Space into Fund 322 as identified in the fiscal impact section of the report.

BACKGROUND:

On May 21, 2019, City Council adopted the Resolution No. 19-31 entitled “A Resolution 
of the City Council of the City of Goleta, California Authorizing Execution of a Grant 
Agreement with the Coastal Conservancy and Acceptance of Funds for Enhancement of 
Monarch Butterfly and Other Wildlife Habitat at the Ellwood Mesa/Sperling Preserve Open 
Space.” (Attachment 1)

DISCUSSION:

The grant agreement requires the City submit a detailed work program for the project, 
outlining specific tasks to be performed, construction plans and specifications, a schedule 
of completion, and a detailed project budget. 

The Public Works Department is recommending the approval of the $3.9 million budget 
appropriation as discussed by the May 21, 2019 resolution.  The budget appropriation is 
needed so work can begin on satisfying the grant requirements for an initial work program.  
The initial work program will be considered as interim.  The work plan will describe all 
actions that will need to be completed within the next six months that include field 
maintenance work, restoration work and creating an annual grant Implementation Plan 
(IP).  Then each year, a new IP will be created. This approach will accommodate the 
flexible structure of the Ellwood Mesa Monarch Butterfly Habitat Management Plan
(MBHMP), while also allowing more immediate actions such as necessary maintenance, 
Community Wildfire Protection Plan implementation, project planning, acquisition of 
Coastal Development Permits, and development of future IP and work program elements, 
to proceed and be eligible for grant funding. Each year, the City will submit the IP for the 
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next year’s activities, including all detail required by the grant agreement, as a 
modification or supplement to the work program.

FISCAL IMPACTS:

The estimated cost for five years of implementation of the MBHMP is $3,898,450,
including 23,082 City Staff hours for a cost of $2,308,200 and $1,590,250 of contractor 
costs required for this effort. The state grant funding of $3.9 million would be used for 
management and restoration of the monarch butterfly habitats on Ellwood Mesa, as 
outlined in the MBHMP. The use for such funds restricted to actions to restore, enhance, 
manage, and monitor butterfly habitats on Ellwood Mesa. In the near-term, this funding 
would be instrumental in getting the MBHMP’s programs operational and in addressing 
some of the imminent habitat issues that presently face the eucalyptus grove.

The following table outlines the recommended budget appropriations for the state grant: 

Ellwood Mesa/Sperling Preserve Open Space FY19/20
Account Fund  Type Current 

Budget
YTD & 

Encumbrance.
Requested 

Appropriations
Available 
Budget

322-5-
9112-705

Coastal 
Conservancy 
Grant

$0 $0 $1,590,250 $1,590,250

322-5-
9112-706

Coastal 
Conservancy 
Grant

$0 $0 $2,308,200 $2,308,200

Total $0 $0 $3,898,450 $3,898,450

Additionally, staff recommends setting the corresponding grant revenue account, 322-4-
9112-200 (Grant Proceeds) at $3,898,450, to account for receipt of state grant revenues. 

Ellwood Mesa/Sperling Preserve Open Space FY19/20
Cost Summary Funding Summary
Staffing Costs- Estimate $2,308,200 Coastal Conservancy Grant $3,898,450
Contractor Costs $1,590,250
Total Cost of Project $3,898,450 $3,898,450

ALTERNATIVES:

The City Council may elect not to accept the $3.9 million in grant funds from the Coastal 
Conservancy that was allocated to assist the City in addressing habitat conditions on 
Ellwood Mesa. The City would need to seek other funding in order to implement butterfly 
habitat enhancement and other activities described in the MBHMP. This would likely 
result in increased demands on the City’s General Fund and/or delays or limitations in 
implementing the MBHMP.
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Reviewed By: Legal Review By: Approved By:

___________________ _________________    
Michael Jenkins Michelle Greene

___________________ 
Kristine Schmidt 
Assistant City Manager City Attorney         City Manager

ATTACHMENTS:

1. Resolution No. 19-31 entitled “A Resolution of the City Council of the City of Goleta,
California Authorizing Execution of a Grant Agreement with the Coastal Conservancy
and Acceptance of Funds for Enhancement of Monarch Butterfly and Other Wildlife
Habitat at the Ellwood Mesa/Sperling Preserve Open Space.”
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ATTACHMENT 1

Resolution No. 19-31 entitled “A Resolution of the City Council of the City of Goleta, 
California Authorizing Execution of a Grant Agreement with the Coastal Conservancy and 
Acceptance of Funds for Enhancement of Monarch Butterfly and Other Wildlife Habitat at 
the Ellwood Mesa/Sperling Preserve Open Space.”
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