
Agenda Item A.5 
CPMS     CONSENT CALENDAR 
 Meeting Date:  February 18, 2020 
 
 
 
 

TO: Mayor and Councilmembers 
 

FROM: Michelle Greene, City Manager 
 
SUBJECT: Amendment No. 3 to Legal Services Agreement No. 2017-034 

between the City of Goleta and Best, Best & Krieger, LLP 
    

RECOMMENDATION: 
 

Approve and authorize the City Manager to execute Amendment No. 3 to 
Agreement No. 2017-034 between the City of Goleta and Best, Best & Krieger, 
LLP for Legal Services, increasing hourly billing rates for certain legal services.  

 
BACKGROUND: 

 
In April 2017, the City Council approved Agreement No. 2017-034 with Jenkins & 
Hogin, LLP to perform the functions of City Attorney. In April 2018, Jenkins & 
Hogin, LLP merged its law practice with Best, Best & Krieger, LLP (BBK). That 
same month, the City Council approved Amendment No. 1 to Agreement No. 
2017-034 assigning and transferring interest in the Agreement to Best, Best & 
Krieger, LLP.  
 
The Agreement included 3 categories of services: (1) general legal services at a 
flat rate of $12,000/month; (2) litigation services at $325/hour; and (3) specialized 
or additional legal services for non-litigation complex matters at $195/hour. 
 
In June 2019, City Council approved Amendment No. 2 to Agreement No. 2017-
034 increasing the flat rate compensation from $12,000 to $13,000 commencing 
on July 1, 2019 and adding an inflationary increase of 1.5 percent per fiscal year 
commencing on July 1, 2020. 
 
The proposed amendment is for changes to hourly rates for litigation and special 
services. 

 
DISCUSSION: 

 
The rate for litigation, which was previously $325/hour for all lawyers, would be 
more particularly spelled out to include a lower rate for attorneys at different 
experience levels. The new rates would be $325 for lawyers with more than 15 
years; $275 for lawyers with 10 to 15 years of experience; and $225 for lawyers 
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with less than 10 years of experience. These more particularized rates would 
generate lower litigation costs for the City because not all attorneys would be billed 
at the higher rate. BBK has been charging these tiered rates since the beginning 
and the City has realized savings already. 
 
Additional specialized legal services would be split into two categories: 
 
1. Additional Legal Services for services beyond general legal services - billed at 

$200/hour, reflecting a $5/hour cost of living adjustment. 
 

2. Specialized Legal Services for specific complex non-litigation issues including: 
 

A. Office conferences and criminal prosecution services to secure code 
compliance ($235/Attorney, $160/Paralegal). 

B. Real estate services ($350/Partner & Of Counsel, $275/Assoc, $225/Jr 
Assoc). 

C. Labor and personnel services ($350/Partner & Of Counsel, 
$275/Assoc, $225/Jr Assoc). 

D. Telecom services ($350/Partner & Of Counsel, $275/Assoc, $225/Jr 
Assoc).  

E. Public Works Construction services ($350/Partner & Of Counsel, 
$275/Assoc, $225/Jr Assoc). 

F. Community Choice Aggregation ($350/Partner & Of Counsel, 
$275/Assoc, $225/Jr Assoc). 

G. Complex Environmental Legal Services, including review draft 
environmental impact reports and related environmental documents 
($350/Partner & Of Counsel, $275/Assoc, $225/Jr Assoc). 

 
The rates for these specialized services are more particularly called out because 
the City would not have obtained these services from Jenkins & Hogin, which did 
not specialize in these areas. The City would have had to look to other law firms to 
provide these services and would have obtained the services at higher rates than 
the above. The rates above are the discounted rates that BBK charges to its City 
clients for the specialized areas of expertise. As a result of BBK’s provision of 
these services in the last few years, the City has not had to hire other law firms to 
provide the same services at higher rates.  Approval of the attached amendment 
will allow the City to continue to use BBK for the majority of its legal needs.   

 
FISCAL IMPACTS: 
 
Funding for the hourly billing rate increase are available in the City Attorney’s 
Office FY 19/20 budget. No additional appropriation is needed.  
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Professional & Contract Services 

Fund GL Account FY 19/20 
Budget  

FY 19/20 
YTD Actual  

FY 19/20 
Budget 
Balance 

General Fund 101-5-1400-502 
(Special Legal – 
BBK) 

$150,000.00 $51,625.01 $98,374.99 

General Fund 101-5-1400-503 
(Litigation – BBK) 

$410,000.00 $202,014.59 $207,985.41 

General Fund 101-5-1400-550 
General Legal 
(Flat Rate) - BBK 

$156,000.00 $78,000.00 $78,000.00 

 
ALTERNATIVES: 

 
The City Council may elect not to authorize this contract amendment.  
  
Reviewed By: Legal Review By: Approved By: 
 
 
___________________ ___________________ _________________     
Kristine Schmidt  Michael Jenkins Michelle Greene 
Assistant City Manager City Attorney          City Manager 
 

ATTACHMENTS: 
 

1. Proposed Amendment No. 3 to Agreement No. 2017-034 
2. Agreement No. 2017-034 with Jenkins & Hogin, LLP to Provide Legal Services 

and Amendments 1 and 2 (Available Online Only) 
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ATTACHMENT 1: 
 

Proposed Amendment No. 3 to Agreement No. 2017-034 
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Attachment 2 
Agreement No. 2017-034 with Jenkins & Hogin, LLP to Provide 

Legal Services and Amendments 1 and 2   (Available Online Only)
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