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TO: Mayor and Councilmembers 
 
FROM: Charles W Ebeling, Public Works Director 
 
CONTACT: Julie Jang, Assistant Engineer 
 
SUBJECT: Approve a Grant Deed Public Easement for the Cortona Apartment 

Development Project located at 6830 Cortona Drive 
 
RECOMMENDATIONS: 
 
Approve and authorize the City Clerk to accept and execute a Grant Deed for a Public 
Easement for the Cortona Apartment Development Project located at 6830 Cortona Drive. 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
The Cortona Apartment Development Project is a private land development project located 
at 6830 Cortona Drive. The project Parcel (APN 073-140-016) is an irregularly shaped lot 
located northeasterly of the intersection of Hollister Avenue and Storke Road. The lot is 
bounded on its northerly side by the railroad right-of-way and US 101. The  development 
project on the 8.86 acre property, consists of a residential apartment complex including 
eight apartment buildings, a commercial recreation building, paved parking lots, and 
landscape open spaces.  
 
The project’s proposed driveway is 54 feet wide including the entry and exit driveways 
from Cortona Drive into the project property and a landscaped center island.  Along 
portions Cortona Drive the existing sidewalk is 4 feet wide, and the existing parkway is 4 
feet wide.  
 
DISCUSSION: 
 
During the development review process the City included a condition of approval requiring 
the applicant to construct public improvements as part of the new development, including 
a new sidewalk, curb and gutter, and driveway approach. The new improvements will 
comply with the Americans with Disabilities Act. The applicant, Cortona Corner LP, 
agreed to comply with this condition of approval provision and construct a minimum 6-
foot-wide sidewalk along with a 3.5-foot-wide landscaped parkway.  The new frontage 
improvements will fill in a portion of the existing sidewalk gap that exists on the northern 
side of Cortona Drive.  
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To be able to construct the new 6-foot-wide sidewalk according to the City approved 
public improvement plan, the applicant needs to provide a 2-foot-wide public easement 
to the City along the Cortona Drive property frontage. There are two existing palm trees 
located on private property within and/or immediately adjacent to the proposed 2-foot-
wide public easement area. These two areas are excluded from the 2-foot-wide public 
easement and identified in the easement as “Exception Parcel 1” and “Exception Parcel 
2”. The two palm trees and associated surrounding landscaped area will continue to be 
privately owned and maintained. The applicant has provided a draft grant deed, plat and 
legal descriptions for the proposed public easement.  Staff has reviewed and concurs with 
the proposed draft grant deed.  Therefore, staff recommends City Council approve and 
authorize the City Clerk to accept and execute the grant deed for a public easement for 
the Cortona Apartment Development Project located at 6830 Cortona Drive. 
 
FISCAL IMPACTS: 
 
Execution and recordation of the grant deed for the public easement will have no fiscal 
impact to the City.  The documentation check and the easement process costs associated 
with the grant deed public easement will be paid for by the developer. 
 
ALTERNATIVES: 
 
The City Council may elect to not approve the grant deed for the subject public easement; 
however, doing so would result in substandard public sidewalk width that does not meet 
the development project conditions. 
 
Reviewed By: Legal Review By: Approved By: 
 
 
___________________ ___________________ _________________     
Kristine Schmidt  Michael Jenkins Michelle Greene 
Assistant City Manager City Attorney          City Manager 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
 
1. Grant Deed for a Public Easement from Cortona Corner Apartments LLC, for the 

Cortona Apartment Development Project located at 6830 Cortona Drive. 
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ATTACHMENT 1 

 
 

Grant Deed for a Public Easement from Cortona Corner Apartments 
LLC, for the Cortona Apartment Development Project located at 6830 

Cortona Drive 
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