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David Cutaia

From: cecilia brown <brownknight1@cox.net>
Sent: Monday, September 06, 2021 6:32 PM
To: Paula Perotte; Roger Aceves; Kyle Richards; Stuart Kasdin; James Kyriaco
Cc: Anne Wells; Peter Imhof; City Clerk Group
Subject: White Light Cannabis Project, Winchester Canyon

Dear Madame Mayor and Councilmembers,  

This letter is to request your support of an appeal soon to be filed by City of Goleta residents for a soon to be 
approved SB County land use permit for the White Light Cannabis project in Winchester Canyon,  located in the 
County of Santa Barbara.  

Goleta residents down the canyon from this site have long been impacted by H2S odors coming from the well water 
used at the site when vegetables were grown there a while ago. However, now that the farmer will have his permit 
approved to grow cannabis, the impacts will again start anew when this well water is used to irrigate his cannabis 
crop   

I understand the County was informed a while ago during the processing of the project application about the long‐
standing H2S issue through documentation of many APCD and County Fire Dept response records to neighbor 
complaints about the H2S odor when the well water was used to irrigate the vegetable crops.  I find it incredible that 
the County will be issuing a permit but imposing no mitigation requirements for the H2S odor issues from the well 
water used to irrigate the cannabis grow. It’s the nature of the permit, that is a land‐use permit, which apparently 
limits the County from imposing any conditions.  

This is not just an odor issue, but a community public health and safety issue that must be addressed, not just left for 
the nearby residents to deal with every time well‐water is used for irrigating the cannabis grow. Whatever support the 
City can provide or action they can take to address the public health and safety issue in support of the appeal is 
necessary and I know will be greatly appreciated by the residents living near this project who have been and will be 
impacted.  

Thank you for considering my comments.  Cecilia Brown 
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David Cutaia

From: Robert Miller <rkmiller2014@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, September 07, 2021 8:24 AM
To: Paula Perotte; Roger Aceves; Kyle Richards; Stuart Kasdin; James Kyriaco
Cc: Anne Wells; Peter Imhof; City Clerk Group
Subject: White Light Cannabis Project, Winchester Canyon

Mayor Perotte and Councilmembers, 
 
I write to seek the City’s active opposition to the White Light Cannabis project proposed for Winchester Canyon.  We 
understand that the County will soon approve a land use permit for the project, which is located in the County.  If so, 
I request your support of an appeal, which I expect to be filed by Goleta residents.   
 
You previously received comments from Cecilia Brown concerning this matter.  I totally support her comments.  As 
Cecilia explained, this project will involve the use of well water to irrigate cannabis crops.  In the past residents of 
Winchester Canyon and western Goleta have experienced toxic releases of H2S caused by drilling for water in the same 
area proposed for the cannabis project. H2S not only emits a noxious odor, but, more importantly, it is toxic.  At 
sufficiently high levels, it is deadly.  Despite the health risk presented by such toxic releases, we have so far failed to 
convince the APCD to install active air monitoring stations in our community so that we are timely warned of such 
releases.  The prospect of increased well water use by the White Light Cannabis project further heightens our concerns.  
 
For these reasons, any support or action taken by the City to protect the health and safety of residents in Winchester 
Canyon and western Goleta will be much appreciated.  
 

Robert K. Miller 
rkmiller2014@gmail.com 
562.682.1436 
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David Cutaia

From: David Cutaia
Sent: Tuesday, September 07, 2021 9:56 AM
To: David Cutaia
Subject: FW: Project Proposal: Winchester LLC - Cannabis Cultivation
Attachments: Cannabis - September 2021 - Goleta Mayor and City Council Members.docx

 

From: Breana Scorso <bscorso2@gmail.com>  
Sent: Monday, September 6, 2021 4:51 PM 
To: Anne Wells <awells@cityofgoleta.org>; Michelle Greene <mgreene@cityofgoleta.org>; Peter Imhof 
<pimhof@cityofgoleta.org> 
Subject: Project Proposal: Winchester LLC ‐ Cannabis Cultivation 
 
To Whom It May Concern ‐  
 
I am attaching a letter for your review that I sent to Goleta Mayor and City Council Members regarding Jack Motter's 
proposed Winchester LLC ‐ Cannabis Cultivation ‐ 19LUP‐00000‐00127. 
 
Thank you for your time and review. 
 
Best Regards,  
 
Breana Vincent Scorso 
 
 



September 6, 2021 
 
Breana Vincent Scorso 
P.O. Box 80304 
Goleta, CA 93118 
 
Re:   Jack Motter – Winchester LLC – Cannabis Cultivation  

    222 Winchester Canyon Road, Goleta, CA 93117 
 
Land Use Permit #:  19LUP-00000-00127 
 
To Whom It May Concern:  Goleta Mayor and City Council Members 
 
This letter is in response to the ‘Notice of Pending Approval of Land Use Permit’ for Jack 
Motter’s Winchester LLC - Cannabis Cultivation Project.   
 
My family has been farming in Winchester Canyon for over 40 years.  I am the only employee 
of our farm and I am opposed to this proposed project. 
 
The acreage in question has already increased from 14 acres to 17.23.  As the full parcel of 
land (listed as ‘Project Area’ on the letter) is 349.23 acres, I am very concerned about the 
expansion of this project over time.  
 
The letter states they will be dependent upon well water which, in our ongoing drought, will 
become a problem.  As the water level lowers, hydrogen sulfide (H2S) gas could be released 
which is highly toxic and flammable. 
 
In addition, the parcel shares borders with our farm and will have a huge negative impact 
not only on our family but on the entire neighborhood.  During the harvest seasons their 
proposed hours of operation will expand and many more employees will be travelling into 
the canyon on a very narrow country road. 
 
Jack Motter is not a property owner.  He has a disregard for the well-being and impact to 
neighboring farmers and residents as he pursues this cultivation.  Why does he have the right 
to change the fundamental character of our canyon and way of life – and put my parents 
and other neighbors in danger with this high-risk crop?   
 
My parents are in their seventies and do not need the stress of a change of this magnitude 
going on.  I am a fourth-generation farmer - born in Goleta and raised in Winchester 
Canyon.  This farm is my parent’s home and will always be where my heart calls home.    
 
I do not believe you should approve this project.  It would forever impact the feel, character, 
and safety of the canyon.   
 
Thank you for your time and consideration.   
 
Sincerely,  
Breana Vincent Scorso 
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David Cutaia

From: David Cutaia
Sent: Tuesday, September 07, 2021 9:56 AM
To: David Cutaia
Subject: FW: Proposal: Winchester LLC - Cannabis Cultivation
Attachments: Cannibis Cultivation Letter - Goleta City Council 9-6-2021.docx

 
-----Original Message----- 
From: D & B Vincent <dbvincent2323@gmail.com>  
Sent: Monday, September 6, 2021 3:28 PM 
To: Anne Wells <awells@cityofgoleta.org>; Michelle Greene <mgreene@cityofgoleta.org>; Peter 
Imhof <pimhof@cityofgoleta.org> 
Subject: Proposal: Winchester LLC - Cannabis Cultivation 
 
To Whom It May Concern  -  
 
Please find and review the attached letter regarding Jack Motter's proposal: Winchester LLC - 
Canabis Cultivation (Case Number 19LUP-00000-00127). 
 
Thank you for your time and consideration,  
 
Don & Bonnie Vincent 
Vincent Farm 
230 Winchester Canyon Road 
Goleta, CA 93117 
 



 

 
September 6, 2021 
 
 
To Whom It May Concern:  Goleta Mayor and City Council Members 
 
 
Regarding:  Jack Motter, Applicant – Cannabis cultivation project 
Project address:   222 Winchester Canyon Road (changed from 770 WCR) 
   Goleta, CA 93117 
Land Use Permit #: 19LUP-00000-00127 
 
 
This letter is in response to a notice we received from the County of Santa Barbara Planning and 
Development regarding Jack Motter’s most recent application and the intent to cultivate cannabis 
on 17.23 acres in Winchester Canyon in Goleta, CA.  Already, this acreage has increased from the 14 
acres originally proposed. 
 

 The application indicates that the plan is to use well water for irrigation.  The wells that will be 
used contain hydrogen sulfide (H2S), a colorless gas that is flammable and highly toxic.  The 
lower the water level in the wells, the more likely that H2S will be released, and as we are in an 
ongoing drought, this is a concern. 

 
 Our property shares a long border with the parcel where the project has been proposed.  We 

also have a very real concern about water runoff from this parcel during the rainy season.  Our 
farm is now required by the state to monitor the runoff that comes from their adjoining 
property onto our land where we farm organically.  This runoff from up the canyon flows 
through two seasonal creeks, which impacts our property, the neighboring Bragg farm and 
then flows out to the ocean.  Articles have been written about the negative impact on water 
sources and wildlife.   

 
 The tenant, Jack Motter, who is proposing this project is not a landowner in residence but is just 

leasing, so the long-term effect on the canyon area and the community is not of concern to 
him.   
 

 Since people have heard that cannabis might be growing back in the canyon, there has 
been an increase of unwanted traffic, loitering and dumping to the area already. 
 

 At night, the wind changes and blows ‘down the canyon’ from north to south.  As a life-long 
asthma sufferer, this added form of air pollution could impact my health and others’ health as 
well.   

 
 We would like to see the family-oriented neighborhood of what remains of peaceful, ‘rural’ 

Goleta respected and protected.  Thank you. 
 
Respectfully, 
Don & Bonnie Vincent 
Vincent Farm 
230 Winchester Canyon Road 
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David Cutaia

From: David Cutaia
Sent: Tuesday, September 07, 2021 10:13 AM
To: David Cutaia
Subject: FW: White Light cannabis application in Winchester Canyon

 

From: Jennifer Fullerton <goletaspring@gmail.com>  
Sent: Thursday, September 2, 2021 3:21 PM 
To: Paula Perotte <pperotte@cityofgoleta.org>; Stuart Kasdin <skasdin@cityofgoleta.org>; Kyle Richards 
<krichards@cityofgoleta.org>; James Kyriaco <jkyriaco@cityofgoleta.org>; Roger Aceves <raceves@cityofgoleta.org> 
Cc: Michelle Greene <mgreene@cityofgoleta.org>; Anne Wells <awells@cityofgoleta.org>; Peter Imhof 
<pimhof@cityofgoleta.org> 
Subject: White Light cannabis application in Winchester Canyon 
 
Dear Mayor Perotte and Councilmenbers, 
 
I am writing in regards to the White Light Cannabis application in Winchester Canyon. I spoke to the County planner this 
past week, and was advised that this project is very close to approval, and could be approved in the next week or two. 
Per the planner, because it's a ministerial project which only requires a land use permit, so they likely do not have 
grounds to deny the application. 
 
I know that the City of Goleta is aware of this project and is in contact with the County and APCD regarding concerns 
related to both cannabis odor and Hydrogen Sulfide (H2S), among other issues. 
 
As a resident in the neighborhood right next to this project, I am extremely concerned about the H2S risks, especially as 
the applicant plans to use well water for irrigation, and the wells are known to contain H2S. And as the drought worsens, 
and the water levels drop, the risk will become even greater. And even worse, this has been an issue in the past with the 
applicant, with dozens of odor complains raised to the APCD and fire department, and people getting headaches and 
nausea, with the applicant not doing anything to address this issue.  
 
Once this project is approved, an appeal has to be filed within 10 days. 
 
I am writing to ask that the City of Goleta appeal this project, to keep fighting this for us, and for all of the residents of 
Goleta.  
 
I feel that an appeal by the City would have a lot more impact than an appeal by myself and my neighbors. But there are 
many of us who will come out and submit public comment and support the appeal, we would be happy to do whatever 
we can do to lessen the risks to our neighborhood and the other neighborhoods nearby which would also be affected. 
 
Thank you so much for your consideration, and please feel free to reach out if you have any questions. 
 
Thanks again for everything that the city is doing, we really appeciate it! 
 
Sincerely, 
Jennifer Fullerton 




